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 Psalm 119 is one of the best known and often referred to chapters in the Old Testament. 
The "I will" statements in this great chapter provides the student of God's Word much food for 
thought. May we always desire to reflect, study and learn from the pages of Holy Writ. 

"I will give thanks unto thee" ("praise thee" -KJV, v. 7). Praise is in short supply in 
today's society! Most people are interested only in singing their own praises. It surely is not 
popular or "politically correct" to praise God. In fact, so many seem to consider praising God a 
sign of weakness. 

The truth is, however, that human beings were formed to praise and glorify God (Isa. 
43:21). We should be thankful for everything the Creator has done in our behalf. "The wages of 
sin is death" (Rom. 6:23), but God commendeth his own love toward us, in that, while we 
were yet sinners, Christ died for us" (Rom. 5:8). It has always been God's desire that all men 
be saved "and come to the knowledge of the truth" (1 Tim 2:4). 

Our nation would be much better off looking for opportunities to praise God instead of 
plotting for ways to deny Him! 

"I will observe thy statutes" (v. 8). Those who have honest and good hearts will strive to 
be attentive to the Word of God. They recognize that God's Word is a lamp unto their feet and a 
light unto their path (Psa. 119:105). The worldly wise believe they are capable of guiding 
themselves, but Jeremiah shows the fallacy of such reasoning (Jer. 10:23). 

Most today do not wish to observe the law of the land or the law of God. However, Jesus 
spoke no plainer truth than when He said, " I am the way, and the truth, and the life: no one 
cometh unto the Father, but by me " (John 14:6). If we love the Lord and value our soul (Matt. 
16:26) we will "keep His commandments" (John 14:15). 

"I will meditate on thy precepts" (v. 15). It should not surprise us that the ungodly have no 
desire to "hunger and thirst after righteousness" (Matt. 5:6). It is surprising, however, to encounter 
more and more folks who profess to be members of the body of Christ who have no real desire to 
meditate upon God's glorious truths. 

Have you ever wondered why in many congregations there are always fifty to eighty 
percent more people in worship than in Bible classes? One might get the ideal that some are not 
very interested in "meditating" upon the precious Scriptures. 

"I will delight myself in thy statutes" (v. 16). A day off from work brings delight too most. 
The majority of people are delighted to pay to endure the heat for four hours in playing eighteen 
holes of golf. It is not unusual for some to wait two or three hours for a tee time. Recreation 
has a way of bringing out the "delight" in most folks! 

People take great pleasure in eating at certain restaurants. But imagine this! The eating 
establishment is 20 to 40 miles from nowhere. Its location is definitely off the beaten path. A 
person makes an effort to arrive at four in the afternoon and finds 60-75 people sitting on hard 
wooden benches waiting to get in. This writer just witnessed such a scene and everybody seemed 
to be delighted that they were there. 

How many folks are overjoyed to read from the Bible? Would you be willing to wait an 



hour or two just to study the Scriptures? Can you imagine 60 to 70 folks sitting on wooden 
benches outside our building waiting on us to unlock the door so they could get in? 

"I will also speak of thy testimonies before kings, and shall not be put to shame" (v. 46). 
Are we becoming or have we become a "politically correct" member of the body of Christ? 
The apostle Paul was "not ashamed of the gospel "(Rom. 1:16). Neither must we be ashamed of 
God's glorious truths! A Christian will never apologize for or "water down" the Sacred 
Scriptures. 

People gladly speak out for many causes in this world. Is there a greater cause than the cause 
of Christ? May we gladly speak to others the precious Word of God. I will take delight in so 
doing if I love Him. 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


