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 The gospel is not complicated or difficult to understand. Man has no right to preach or teach 
in such a way that leaves the listener wondering what was said. Our mission is not to impress 
with eloquence but to convert the soul. Many today are infatuated with men when they should be 
impressed with God. 

The apostle Paul said, "howbeit in the church I had rather speak five words with my 
understanding, that I might instruct others also, than ten thousand words in a tongue" (1 Cor. 
14:19). Even during the miraculous age of the church there was no benefit to utter words that the 
hearer could not comprehend. The miraculous age, however, ceased when inspired revelation was 
complete (1 Cor. 13:8). The lesson for preachers and teachers today is to speak in a way that 
contributes to comprehending and understanding. 

According to Mark, the common folks heard Christ gladly (12:37). The context indicates 
that the elders, chief priests, lawyers and scribes did not hear the Master gladly. Another lesson to 
be learned, however, is that the common people could understand the teaching of Christ. 

The greatest sermon ever preached on earth is easily understood. The Lord's teaching was 
simple, yet profound (Matt. 5-7). One who was truly seeking to learn of the Savior's will never 
went away in confusion and despair. In contrast, false teachers will utter "great swelling words of 
vanity" as they seek to entice their listeners to engage in "the lusts of the flesh" (2 Peter 2:18). 

The apostle Paul wrote, "And I, brethren, when I came unto you, came not with excellency of 
speech or of wisdom, proclaiming to you the testimony of God. For I determined not to know 
anything among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified. And I was with you in weakness, and in 
fear, and in much trembling. And my speech and my preaching were not in persuasive words of 
wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power" (1 Cor. 2:1-4). 

Paul was trained at the feet of Gamaliel (Acts 22:3) who was "a doctor of the law" (Acts 
5:34). He knew, however, that it was God's intent that the gospel be understood. Thus, Paul's 
manner of preaching stands in direct contrast to the human wisdom that so many today are 
enamored with. Some modern day preachers would rather have people be impressed with their 
educational degrees than with the gospel message. 

Paul himself declared, "Which things also we speak, not in words which man's wisdom 
teacheth, but which the Spirit teacheth; combining spiritual things with spiritual words" (1 Cor. 
2:13). Paul proclaimed the inspired word of God, and such did not come from the mind of man! 

Jesus taught people and then stated, "He that hath ears to hear, let him hear" (Luke 8:8). 
He even warned, "Take heed therefore how ye hear" (Luke 8:18). The teaching of Christ was 
to be heard and obeyed. One thus correctly infers that the teaching of Christ was easy to 
understand. The Master believed such to be true because He said, "My mother and my brethren 
are these that hear the word of God, and do it" (Luke 8:21). 

The apostle Paul admonishes the Ephesian brethren, "Wherefore be ye not foolish, but 
understand what the will of the Lord is" (Eph. 5:17). It is foolish for one today to claim to not 
understand the Word of God. People can know God's truth, and His truth will free them from 
the bondage of sin (John 8:32). One should beware of the modernistic liberal who loudly proclaims 



that folks cannot be certain about anything. 
Neither is it true that the King James or American Standard versions of the Bible cannot be 

understood. It is amazing that folks understood these versions for years before the liberal, 
modernistic perversions such as the NIV arrived on the scene! God wants all people "to be saved, 
and come to the knowledge of the truth" (1 Tim. 2:4). Thus, it is an incredible indictment 
against God to charge that His revelation to man is not easily understood. 

It is not easy to give up bias, prejudice and the tradition of one's family. It is, however, easy 
to understand God's will for all mankind. Study, learn and obey God's glorious truths while it is 
yet today! 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


