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 What marvelous lessons are to be found in the following words from Paul to Titus. The 
great apostle speaks by inspiration, saying, "For the grace of God hath appeared, bringing 
salvation to all men, instructing us, to the intent that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we 
should live soberly and righteously and godly in this present world; looking for the blessed 
hope and appearing of the glory of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ" (Titus 2:11-13). 
Let us learn from these eternal principles that have been recorded in Holy Writ. 

God's wonderful grace is a reality! The grace of God is seen in His choosing of us "in 
him before the foundation of the world" (Eph. 1:4). It is by His grace that we who "once were 
far off are made nigh in the blood of Christ" (Eph. 2:13). Only by God's grace can we be 
"saved through faith" (Eph. 2:8). The grace of God has appeared, and all should be grateful. 

God's grace, however, must not be taken for granted or abused (Rom. 6:1). Those who 
choose to "know not God" and "obey not the gospel" will "suffer punishment, even eternal 
destruction from the face of the Lord ... " (2 Thess. 1:8-9). One is either a servant of "sin unto 
death" or "obedience unto righteousness" (Rom. 6:16). The disobedient will not be recipients of 
God's grace! 

Salvation is attainable by all! It is God's desire that all men be saved "and come to the 
knowledge of the truth" (1 Tim. 2:4). Jesus said, "Come unto me, all ye that labor and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest" (Matt. 11:28). Salvation is attainable but conditional. The 
writer of Hebrews succinctly states that Christ "became unto all them that obey him the author of 
eternal salvation" (Heb. 5:9). Obedience always has been and always will be a prerequisite to 
being named among the righteous. 

To be saved one must deny ungodliness and worldly lusts. Sinful living and holiness are 
on opposite ends of the spectrum. The apostle Peter gets to the heart of the matter when he says, 
"but like as he who called you is holy, be ye yourselves also holy in all manner of living" (1 Pet. 
1:15). 

Some Christians are determined that they will not deny self. Jesus knew this would be a 
stumbling-block for many. No matter what one thinks he cannot follow in the steps of the Master 
and refuse to practice self-denial. Jesus drove home this point in saying, "If any man would 
come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me" (Luke 9:23). 

While in this world a Christian must live soberly, righteously and godly. Such a life is 
what sets the child of God apart from those of the world. A Christian must decide whether he 
going to love the world or love the Heavenly Father (1 John 2:15). The blessed hope is not 
attained by yielding to the "lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the vain glory of life" 
(1 John 2:16). 

A Christian's mind will be set "on the things that are above, not on the things that are upon 
the earth" (Col. 3:2). A child of God must live in this present world, but he is not to be of the 
world. This means that followers of Christ will be willing to forego anything that is known to 
associate or identify them with worldly people. A Christian only fools himself when he thinks 
he can dress like the world without being considered worldly. Neither can a child of God act like 



the world acts without being considered worldly. God's people must not see how far they can 
wade out into the world without bogging down! Let us make every effort to not be identified 
with the unclean things of the world so that God will welcome us as sons and daughters (cf. 2 Cor. 
6:17-18). 

The Savior is coming again as the judge of all mankind. Only those who have that 
"blessed hope" will be thrilled at His appearing. Man does not know the day or the hour of the 
Lord's coming. He will come as a thief in the night (Matt. 24:43; 2 Pet. 3:10). It is our job to 
watch (Matt. 24:42) and be prepared so we can enter into that Heavenly city (Matt. 25:1-12). 

Let us make sure that we always live in such a manner so as to have "the blessed hope." 
We know that the coming of Christ will bring the "crown of righteousness" that Christians long 
for (2 Tim. 4:8). 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


