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 What have I done with the Holy Scriptures? It is God's Word that should be a lamp unto the 
Christian's feet and a light unto his path (Psa. 119:105). A child of God should never accept the counsel of man 
as an infallible guide to Heaven. Neither does any man have the authority to authorize where God has not author-
ized. The inspired Word of God is sufficient and complete (2 Tim. 3:16-17) containing "all things that pertain unto 
life and godliness" (2 Pet. 1:3). 

The precious gospel is God's only power unto salvation and one cannot be ashamed of such and have a 
legitimate hope of eternal life (Rom. 1:16). Many boast of their love for the Scriptures until the Scriptures condemn 
the way that they are worshipping or living. These folks then readily recite their favorite Scripture, saying, "Judge 
not, that ye be not judged" (Matt. 7:1). A verse from the Master Himself that they absolutely cannot recall says, 
"Judge not according to appearance, but judge righteous judgment" (John 7:24). The memory of those desiring to 
live as they please while demanding to be told that they are going to Heaven is indeed an amazing thing! 

One cannot "continue in sin, that grace may abound" (Rom. 6:1). Such is an abuse of God's grace and will 
condemn the one living in sin (Col. 3:5-7) to an eternal hell. This is a truth that must be taught if one has agape 
love for the souls of others. This type of love will only do or say what is in another's best spiritual interest. 

Some members of the Lord's church demand their social drinking be deemed acceptable while rejecting 
the Scripture's warnings against strong drink (Prov. 20:1; 23:31). The truth will never change that drunkardness 
is a work of the flesh and "they who practise such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God" (Gal. 5:21). 

Other members of the Lord's body want to live in adultery and be saved in eternity. They speak of their "right" 
to be married and stress that baptism washes away all sin. First, one has no "rights" that are not given to him by 
God. Second, the act of baptism has never made an unholy thing holy or a wrong thing right. God grants the man and 
woman who has never been married the right to marry. They are to remain married to one another for life and such 
has been God's plan from the beginning (Gen. 1:27; 2:24). The general rule states that only the death of a mate frees 
one to remarry in the Lord (Rom. 7:2-3; 1 Cor. 7:39). The exception to the rule Christ gave - the one guilty of 
adultery forfeits his rights and privileges of marriage, and the innocent person who scripturally puts him away may 
remarry one eligible to be married (Matt. 19:3-12). 

All who do not repent and give up the sin of adultery will be doomed to eternal torment (1 Cor. 6:9-10). An 
adulterous situation will always be adulterous and will never become a marriage sanctioned by God. Both the 
Christian and the non-Christian are amenable to God's laws. 

It is now socially acceptable to dress as the world dresses (undresses would be more accurate). A child of God, 
however, is not to be "fashioned" (ASV) or "conformed" (KJV) to the ways of the world (Rom. 12:2). A lady who 
is a Christian has a special obligation not to dress in such a way as to contribute to the "lust of the flesh" (1 John 
2:16). She should now be a "new creature" and the old worldly things no longer a part of her life (2 Cor. 5:17). 
Since men are usually aroused much easier sexually by sight than women, it is imperative that women not dress in a 
manner to contribute to a man looking on her with lust in his heart (Matt. 5:28; Titus 2:5; 1 Peter 3:2). Neither 
should a Christian man dress in a way to expose as much flesh as possible. Christians are not commanded to be 
followers of "Hollywood," but of Christ (1 Peter 2:21). A member of the Lord's church must "imitate not that which 
is evil, but that which is good ..." (3 John 11). 

Many mothers today train their daughters in the art of worldly and provocative dress and encourage them to dance 
to be socially acceptable. Fathers encourage their sons to drink, gamble and sow their wild oats. These parents then later 
claim to be amazed as to why their children are in trouble or no longer interested in the Lord's church! Although 
ignored, the principle is true - "whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap" (Gal. 6:7). It is now that one should 
ask, "What have I done with the Scriptures?" 

What have I done with my talents? Isn't it amazing that so many members of the Lord's church can be so 
successful and capable in the business world but unable to do a single thing for the local congregation? Why will so 
many never volunteer to teach a Bible class? Even those who are trained to teach (schoolteachers) many times refuse to 
teach Bible classes. Many men will not lead prayer, serve at the Lord's table, or help in any other capacity where 
help is needed. A congregation should not have to beg for servants in the kingdom! Christians have been purchased by 



God (Acts 20:28; 1 Cor. 6:19) and are thus obligated to serve. It is not right for a child of God to willingly use his 
time, money and tongue to glorify self while refusing to do the same to glorify God. 

A Christian will lay up treasures in heaven because "where thy treasure is, there will thy heart be also" (Matt. 
6:21). Let one sincerely ask in this life, "What have I done with my talents?" 

What have I done with my opportunities? It is a Christian's privilege to study the Bible, to be the "salt of 
the earth" and "light of the world" (Matt. 5:13-14), to speak the oracles of God (1 Pet. 4:11) and to "reprove, 
rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching" (2 Tim. 4:2). Do we consider it a privilege to attempt to teach' 
others the precious gospel? Are we truly "redeeming the time" (Col. 4:5) we have been blessed with on this earth? 
What a tragedy to wait until judgment to ask, "What have I done with my opportunities? 

Today is the day to ask, "What have I done?" Make sure your citizenship is in heaven (Phil. 3:20)! 
 

 

 
         
 

  
 


