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 God said to Jeremiah, "Moreover thou shall say unto them, Thus saith Jehovah: Shall men fall, and not rise 
up again? Shall one turn away, and not return? Why then is this people of Jerusalem slidden back by a perpetual 
backsliding? they holdfast deceit, they refuse to return. I hearkened and heard, but they spake not aright: no man 
repenteth him of his wickedness, saying, What have I done? every one turneth to his course, as a horse that 
rusheth headlong in the battle" (Jer. 8:4-6). 

Each person was busy chasing after his own dream and was determined to satisfy his own needs. People 
were holding fast to that which would destroy them - not that which would save them! No one seemed to care what 
they were doing as long as their personal whims and desires were satisfied. 

God was listening, and He heard no one repent. His people were excelling at one thing - "perpetual 
backsliding. " The people were encouraged by Jeremiah to "rise up" from the deplorable depths to which they 
had sunk, but they refused to return to God and rushed to become even more entangled in sin. The deceit to 
which they held fast was in all probability their idolatry coupled with their refusal to believe their impending 
doom as foretold by God's prophet, Jeremiah. 

Like Israel of old, many members of the Lord's church today are pursuing and holding fast to material things 
while steadfastly refusing to "seek first His kingdom and His righteousness" (Matt. 6:33). It is as it was during 
Jeremiah's day - no one believes their sin will condemn them and they feel no need to repent! 

In Luke 16 we receive a glimpse of life after death. Surely the rich man "in torments " thought to himself again 
and again, "What have. I done?" While upon the earth he had refused to listen to "Moses and the prophets" and 
now there is no opportunity to "rise up " and "return. " Will people today continue to refuse to recognize the guilt of sin, 
and refrain from asking, "What have I done?" Let us consider some questions we need to ask while we are alive and 
able to "rise up " and "return " to the Father. 

What have I done with God? Christ stressed that one's first obligation is to "love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind" (Matt. 22:37). This does not leave room for divided 
affections. The Lord again said, 'No man can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or 
else he will hold to one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon" (Matt. 6:24). 

Man was created and formed to glorify the Father (Isa. 43:7), but an ever-growing number of professing 
Christians firmly believe in self-glorification. They are convinced that the worship of the Lord's church should 
revolve around their "felt needs." So they incorrectly conclude that whatever pleases them has to please God! Those 
who "love the glory that is of men more than the glory that is of God" (John 12:43) will never enter into the heavenly 
home. 

Some members of the church worship their jobs and the opportunities to be even more successful. Other church 
members worship recreation and the opportunity to have fun. Some members worship family and are more 
committed to them than to the teaching of the Holy Scriptures. The Lord stated it clearly and correctly when He said 
to Satan's temptations, "Thou shall worship the Lord thy God, and him only shall thou serve" (Matt. 4:10). Whatever 
it might be that seeks to drive a wedge between our love, devotion, service and worship of God should cause us to 
ask, "What have I done with God?" 

What have I done with Christ? Sin is the great separator between God and man (Isa. 59:2), and "all have 
sinned" (Rom. 3:23). Christ came into this world "to seek and save that which was lost" (Luke 19:10). His way is 
the only way to the Father (John 14:6). Yet, many today try to get to the Father their way or the way of some man! 

In this Christian age Christ has all authority (Matt. 28:18) and is the head of His church which is His body (Eph. 
1:22-23). It is true that only by God's grace is salvation available to all men (Titus 2:11), but such does not 
eliminate the need for man to be obedient to Christ. The Scriptures teach that Christ "became unto all them that obey 
him the author of eternal salvation " (Heb. 5:9). 

Some claim to be followers of Christ while reserving the right to reject certain of His commandments that they do 
not desire to follow. They accept as inspired only those Scriptures that they deem to be meaningful and valid. All 
of Christ's words are valid and true (John 17:17), and one cannot honor the Savior while refraining to abide by His will 
(John 14:15). Regardless of what one may say, he does not love God who refuses to keep His commandments (1 



John 5:3). Today is the day to genuinely ask, "What have I done with the Christ?" 
What have I done with the Lord's church? Why is it that so many cannot see that if you accept the New 

Testament Christ you must also accept the New Testament church? The "give me Christ but not the church" belief 
comes from the mind of man -not the Word of God! One cannot successfully separate the head (Christ) from the 
body (His church). The apostle Paul could not have made it more clear when he said, "and he put all things in 
subjection under his feet, and gave him to be head over all things to the church, which is his body, the fulness of him 
that filleth all in all" (Eph. 1:22-23). 

Look at those today who desire to change the body to suit their personal fancies while claiming to keep the 
same head! Christ is the builder  of His church (Matt. 16:18, and it was purchased not with the sweat of man but 
with the blood of the Savior (Acts 20:28). Where you find the original head you will find the original  body – you 
cannot have one without the other! A redesigned body (congregation) is not worthy to wear the name even if it is in 
“name only.” Now is the time to ask, “What have I done with the Lord’s church?” 

 
 

 

 
         
 

  
 


