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 An intelligent creature like man who is fashioned in the image of God should understand that 
spiritual matters are more important than earthly matters. However, such is not the case! Most folks 
today are very concerned with the things of this world, and not concerned at all about things eternal. 

As the saying goes, "the proof is in the puddin." People exert tremendous effort and willingly 
sacrifice to secure a solid foundation in this world. They are willing to follow the advice of so-called 
experts as they plan for the years they will spend in retirement. Most will let nothing stand 
between them and success (?). 

The Lord and Savior set forth a law from which there is no escape even though it is scoffed at 
and ignored. Jesus said, "Every one therefore that heareth these words of mine, and doeth them, 
shall be likened unto a wise man, who built his house upon the rock: and the rain descended, 
and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was 
founded upon the rock. And every one that heareth these words of mine, and doeth them not, shall 
be likened unto a foolish man, who built his house upon the sand: and the rain descended, and 
the floods came, and the winds blew, and smote upon that house; and it fell: and great was the 
fall thereof" (Matt. 7:24-27). 

The only thing that is sadder than the one who has never heard the truth is the one who hears truth 
but will not obey it. If people refuse to obey the Savior and do His will, their lives will crumble just as 
surely as the house built upon the sand. 

The Lord taught much on the subject of obedience. According to Matthew, Jesus says, "Not 
every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that 
doeth the will of my Father who is in heaven" (Matt. 7:21). Luke records the Master as asking, 
"And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say" (Luke 6:46)? Jesus also 
"answered and said unto them, My mother and my brethren are these that hear the word of God, 
and do it" (Luke 8:21). Surely all can see that hearing without doing is a great danger that is a 
threat to all of mankind. 

Why is it that men choose not to obey? Why does one who hears truth fail to act? Why 
would one be so careful about the foundation he is building upon in this world and so careless 
about where he places spiritual matters? 

One reason people do not obey after hearing is because they fail to act immediately upon that 
which they have heard. It's that "round tuit" way of thinking that will spell spiritual disaster for 
many. Tomorrow may never come! Tomorrow may be too late! In this world, man desires to 
"strike while the iron is hot." Why would one let the "iron" grow cold in spiritual matters? 

The Bible declares, "...behold, now is the acceptable time; behold, now is the day of 
salvation" (2 Cor. 6:2). The Savior admonished, "Watch therefore: for ye know not on what day 
your Lord cometh. But know this, that if the master of the house had known in what watch the 
thief was coming, he would have watched, and would not have suffered his house to be broken 
through. Therefore be ye also ready; for in an hour that ye think not the Son of man cometh" 
(Matt. 24:42-44). One cannot be ready and fail to do the Lord's will! 

Another reason folks fail to obey truth is because they do not desire to be inconvenienced by it! 
Truth is narrow and restrictive, and today's crowd would rather do as they please. Many want 
Christianity without cost and reward without sacrifice. Instead of letting the Word of God be a 
lamp unto his feet, and light unto his path (Psa. 119:105), the one who fails to obey will blindly 
follow the path of least resistance. Traveling this path decorated by Satan himself is like buying on 



credit with no payments for two years — there comes a day of reckoning! 
Many forget why Christ came to this world. He came to "seek and save the lost" (Luke 19:10) - 

not to provide an easy way for man to live. Selfishness and worldliness has choked the word "duty" 
from the vocabulary of most people. Selfishness will keep many from building on the rock. 

A third reason for failing to obey is the wearing of worldly blinders. So many know what is 
right but they can only see the here and now. Moses is an example for all to follow. It is written, "By 
faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter; choosing 
rather to share ill treatment with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season" 
(Heb. 11:24-25). Instead of only looking at those things he could see around about him, Moses did as 
Abraham and "looked for the city which hath the foundations, whose builder and maker is God" 
(Heb. 11:10). 

If we are wise we will make the sacrifice and pay whatever cost to build in the spiritual realm with 
the utmost care. The rains, floods and stormy winds of life will indeed come. Will your house stand firm 
in that day? 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


