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 The Thursday, July 13, 2000 Dallas Morning News carried the story of the first woman 
bishop in the nation’s oldest black church - the African Methodist Episcopal Church. 

The first thing that should cause people to think is the paper's statement that Vashti 
McKenzie "has become the first female bishop in the denomination's 213-year history." The 
Bible says that the Lord's church was established in A.D. 33 on Pentecost (Acts 2). Does it 
matter to anyone that the AME church is some 1600 plus years too late to be the Lord's church? 

Every denominational church in existence is too late to the Lord's church! It is amazing that 
this one fact does not run up a "red flag" for many who profess to be sincere about their religion. 
But respect for the authority of God's Holy Word has been spiraling downwards for a number of 
years! The majority of people who show an interest in Christianity are interested only on their 
terms. To this ever-growing number it matters not what the Bible says, but only what they desire to 
do. 

Bishop McKenzie said, "Because of God's favor, the stained-glass ceiling has been pierced 
and broken. My sisters, we've come a mighty long way. But there is still a long way to go." 

The second thing that folks ought to realize is that fancy rhetoric does not negate God's 
truths. The "stained-glass ceiling" has nothing in the world to do with God. Mrs. McKenzie 
would have one believe that her man-made ordination has God's sanction, but such is far from 
being true. The AME general conference may elect women to leadership positions in their man-
made church, but neither the denomination nor this woman's position pleases God. 

The third thing for study is what the Bible expressly forbids. When addressing the church at 
Corinth Paul said, "Let the women keep silence in the churches: for it is not permitted unto them 
to speak; but let them be in subjection, as also saith the law" (1 Cor. 14:34). To the young 
preacher Timothy, Paul wrote, "Let a woman learn in quietness with all subjection. But I permit 
not a woman to teach, nor to have dominion over a man, but to be in quietness" (1 Tim. 2:11-12). 
The word "teach" (didasko) according to Thayer means, "to hold discourse with others in order to 
instruct them, deliver didactic discourses, to be a teacher, to discharge the office of a teacher, 
to conduct oneself as a teacher, or to explain or to expound a thing." 

A woman does not have God's permission to instruct men in religious matters in the assembly. 
She must not assume a position of leadership in the church, as this is the very thing the Scriptures 
prohibit. 

The fourth thing that jumps out at one is her statement that says, "My sisters, we've come a 
mighty long way. But there's still a long way to go." It should be obvious to any Bible student 
that most folks professing Christianity have indeed "come a long way" in following the tradition 
of men. They have put great distance between themselves and a "thus saith the Lord." But 
Mrs. McKenzie says there is "still a long way to go." The modernistic liberal is never content 
with the Bible as God gave it. These folks show nothing but contempt for the word of God as they 
continually adapt, revise and change it to suit their own whims and wishes. 

One who is interested in Heaven will listen to inspired Scripture. God's Word is truth (John 
17:17) and it will never pass away (Matt. 24:35; 1 Pet. 1:25). The Holy Scriptures are not 
obsolete and will one day judge all mankind (John 12:48). God's word has been settled in 



Heaven and is not to be voted on by His creatures (Psa. 119:89). 
The most important thing is what is happening within the Lord's church. Mark it down 

well; once there is a crack in the gate it will eventually open wide enough to accommodate 
anything that desires to pass through! It will not be long until some so-called "church of Christ" 
will follow the example of the AME church. 

One said, "She's into the new way of doing things." This is the plight of most today, but 
God's way of doing things is the way to please Him. 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


