
THE TRUTH ABOUT A DOLLAR 
 

Marvin L. Weir 

 

 The idea for this article occurred after reading a brief sermon outline from Leroy Brownlow. Some 
points are his and others are mine, and I have taken the liberty to add my own comments. 

For the past few years folks have been fascinated with the high returns of mutual funds and certain 
stocks. Many have become so obsessed with their professions and investments that all their energy and 
time is dedicated to "making more money." Perhaps it would be to our advantage to reflect on the truth 
about a dollar! 

There are many things that money cannot buy. First, money cannot buy salvation. Salvation is the 
free gift of God (Eph. 2:8-9), but the gift is conditional. Man must respond to what God has offered with 
genuine faith coupled with obedience. The writer of Hebrews clearly states that Christ becomes "unto all 
them that obey him the author of eternal salvation" (5:9). 

Second, money cannot buy redemption. Peter says, "knowing that ye were redeemed, not with corruptible 
things, with silver or gold, from your vain manner of life handed down from your fathers; but with 
precious blood, as of a lamb without spot, even the blood of Christ" (1 Pet. 1:18-19). One who refuses to 
obey the gospel plan of salvation does not have access to the blood of Christ. The person who rejects the 
good shepherd or tries to enter in through another door wi l l  die in his sins (John 10:1-16). Those who 
believe they can purchase redemption with their so-called "love offerings" will learn better in the judgment. 
One cannot "earn" nor "buy" redemption from his sins. 

Third, money will not buy a home in heaven. The rich man in Luke 16 who died found his riches 
useless in torment. An abundance of material wealth did not change his destiny nor assist in warning his 
brothers on earth. The words of the Master will forever play in the minds of many who valued the dollar 
more than their souls. Jesus said, "For what shall a man be profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and 
forfeit his life? or what shall a man give in exchange for his life" (Matt. 16:26)? 

Fourth, money cannot purchase happiness nor peace of mind. Some of the world's wealthiest people 
have gone to their graves saying they would have traded all their riches for true happiness and peace of 
mind. 

Judas Iscariot is a great example of how money cannot sooth a guilty conscience nor provide peace of 
mind. "Then Judas, who betrayed him, when he saw that he was condemned, repented himself, and 
brought back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders, saying, I have sinned in that I 
betrayed innocent blood. But they said, What is that to us? see thou to it. And he cast down the pieces of 
silver into the sanctuary, and departed; and he went away and hanged himself (Matt. 27:3-5). 

After acquiring all that a human being could acquire, Solomon said that "all was vanity and a 
striving after the wind" (Eccl. 2:11; cf. 1 Kings 10:23). Solomon spoke the truth in saying, "This is the 
end of the matter; all hath been heard: fear God, and keep his commandments; for this is the whole duty of 
man" (Eccl. 12; 13). 

Fifth, money cannot buy health. The Bible says, "And a woman having an issue of blood twelve years, 
who had spent all her living upon physicians, and could not be healed of any, came behind him, and 
touched the border of his garment: and immediately the issue of her blood stanched" (Luke 8:43-44). 
There are numerous things more important than a million dollars to the person who is gasping for his last 
breath. 

Sixth, money cannot buy love or respect. Do you remember the recent television "marry a millionaire" 
fiasco? It is indeed as the wise man said, "A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches, And 
loving favor rather than silver and gold" (Prov. 22:1). 

Seventh, money cannot buy true friendship. The wise man declared that "wealth addeth many friends" 



(Prov. 19:4). But don't you imagine that the prodigal son had many friends as long as his money lasted 
(Luke 15)? The young man "wasted his substance with riotous living and when he had spent all ... he 
would fain have filled his belly with the husks that the swine did eat: and no man gave unto him "(Luke 
15:13-14, 16). 

There will be many in the day of judgment who will wish they had learned the truth that there are 
those things money cannot buy, and that some things are more precious than money. One who had great 
riches would not give them up to follow Jesus (Mark 10:21-22). The rich man's decision prompted the 
Lord to say, "Children, how hard it is for them that trust in riches to enter into the kingdom of God" (Mark 
10:24). 

May we learn the truth about a dollar and not make the mistake of choosing the material over the 
spiritual! 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


