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 The Friday, May 19, 2000 Dallas Morning News reveals yet another change in the Southern 
Baptist statement of faith. The paper says: 

Southern Baptist leaders have drafted changes to their basic statement of faith that would set the 
denomination further apart from other more moderate Baptist organizations and from other Christian 
denominations. The change most likely to attract attention outside of the denomination is a prohibition 
against women serving as pastors [a Bible term for elders - not preachers, MLW].  

Let it be known that I agree that women should not serve as "pastors" or in any public leadership 
role within the church. I believe such, however, because of what the Bible teaches (1 Cor. 14:34; 1 
Tim. 2:11-12; 3:1-7) and not because of some Baptist statement of faith. And, as the Baptists, I am 
opposed to "all forms of sexual immorality, including adultery, homosexuality and pornography." 
Again, my opposition is because of the teaching of the Holy Scriptures (1 Cor. 6:9-11; Gal. 5:19-21) 
and not because the drafting of a "Faith and Message" of some denomination. 

According to the paper, the first version of "Faith and Message was written in 1925, a reaction to 
the scientific acceptance of the theory of evolution . . .  the 1963 changes responded to a well-known 
book that challenged the truth of parts of the Bible." While the Bible reads as it always did, the Baptist 
statement needs to be revised from time to time. 

Please recall that the 1963 changes were in response to a book that "challenged the truth of parts of 
the Bible." The implication is that Southern Baptists respect and honor the truth of the Bible. There 
own "Faith and Message," however, shows that man-made creeds are exalted above Bible truth! The 
paper reveals another proposed statement change being "a declaration that salvation depends entirely 
on belief in Jesus." The Baptists have just excluded repentance, love, faithfulness and good works 
because they say man's salvation depends "entirely" on belief in Jesus. We will not buy the "if one 
truly believes he will do these other things" because if one truly believes he will do all the Lord has 
commanded him to do! 

James teaches, "Ye see that by works a man is justified, and not only by faith" (2:24). The apostle 
John even records Jesus as saying of "belief' - "This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom 
he hath sent" (John 6:29). If salvation depends "entirely" upon God then man can do nothing to 
save himself. This is Baptist doctrine and Calvinistic teaching. Yet, the apostle Peter preached to 
those on Pentecost, saying, "Save yourselves from this crooked generation" (Acts 2:40). Which 
will one believe - a Baptist statement of faith or the word of God? 

There is yet another statement in the news article that reveals volumes about man-made rules and 
regulations. Since the Baptist General Convention of Texas desires to be far more liberal than the 
Southern Baptist Convention there is the likelihood of further splitting. Thus, the quote from Baptist his- 
torian, Dr. Bill Leonard, "Now the churches that identify with the Southern Baptist Convention need 
to decide if this is the kind of Baptist they want to be." 

Do not forget that he is referring to a group of people who issued a special statement of faith 
because they were concerned about the truth of the Bible. Does this not smack of the "attend the 
church of your choice" slogan that is so popular among denominational folks? What kind of Baptist 
do you want to be? A Baptist who believes in women preachers or a Baptist who does not? A Baptist 
who accepts homosexuality as an alternative lifestyle or a Baptist who refuses to do so? 

Now this devilish reasoning is being parroted among members of the Lord's church who claim 
to love the truth. Rick Atchley said in one of his infamous sermons at North Richland Hills, "this is 
what I heard...the only people that could go to heaven were in churches of Christ...I'm going to 
suggest to you not only is that not Biblical, but it is in fact a violation of the very restoration plea to 



which we are heirs." Thus, what kind of Christian do you want to be? I quickly point out that it is not 
the "restoration plea" that is binding upon folks today - it is the Bible, the word of God! 

Another apostate brother who claims to love the Lord said in the October 31, 1990 issue of 
Lovelines, "It is a scandalous and outrageous lie to teach that salvation arises from human activity. 
We do not contribute one whit to our salvation." Such is nothing but Calvinistic, Baptist doctrine. 

Some have learned well from the Baptists. Truth is how one sees it and whatever he wants it to be. 
Can you expect less from those who have railed against a God-given pattern? 

We will not be saved nor lost because of a restoration quote or a change in a statement of faith. 
Our salvation will depend upon whether or not we possessed the faith to obey the gospel (Rom. 1:16) 
and "walk in the light" (1 Jn. 1:7). 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


