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 Some believe it to be foolish and a waste of time to conduct a gospel meeting. If this was only the 
thinking of the world it could at least be understood, but now there are those who profess to be Christians 
who espouse these very sentiments. 

There are several reasons why some folks believe gospel meetings serve no useful purpose today. First, 
some people are constantly taking the pulse of worldly thinking. Such should never be done! It does not 
matter what the world thinks about the proclamation of the gospel. It is as the apostle Paul said, "For the 
word of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us who are saved it is the power of God" (1 
Cor. 1:18). God's word must be preached to "save them that believe" (1 Cor. 1:21). 

Second, there are an ever-growing number of brethren who no longer believe that most people are 
going to be lost. They think of God's grace as some type of magic wand that will be waved before all in 
the day of judgment. Since sin is winked at in society, they have convinced themselves that God will also 
overlook the sins of man. It is again as Paul said, "What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that 
grace may abound? God forbid. We who died to sin, how shall we any longer live therein" (Rom. 6:1-
2)? The apostle of the Lord knew that "the wages of sin is death" (Rom. 6:23). 

Third, many congregations who wear the name of the Lord's church now believe that God will 
save folks in denominational churches. Thus, there is no compelling reason for them to invite their 
friends and neighbors to come hear the gospel. We must continue to remind all who will listen that Christ 
promised to build only His church (Matt. 16:18). The church of Christ was purchased with His own 
blood (Acts 20:28). The Lord is the head of His church, which is His body (Eph. 1:22-23). There is only 
one body (Eph. 4:4) that the Lord has promised to save - His church (Eph. 5:23)! 

Each letter in the word "gospel" should remind us of several great truths. The gospel is "good news" 
for all who will hear and obey. A gospel meeting is not a period of entertainment or a recreational activity. 
Neither is it a pop-psychology course or a "how to be successful in business" seminar. 

There is only one gospel (Gal. 1:6-9) that is the "power of God unto salvation" (Rom. 1:16). God's 
word, not man's ideals, must be proclaimed to those who are lost in sin. The reason is because "the word 
of God is living, and active, and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing even to the dividing of 
soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and quick to discern the thoughts and intents of the heart" 
(Heb. 4:12). 

The gospel is to be proclaimed at every opportunity. One knows not when he will exit this life or 
when the Lord will return to judge the world. Our life is as a vapor - here one moment and gone the 
next (James 4:14). The Savior warns all, "Watch therefore, for ye know not the day nor the hour" 
(Matt. 25:13). The apostle Paul admonishes, "now is the acceptable time; behold, now is the day of 
salvation " (2 Cor. 6:2). 

The gospel  must be obeyed for one to be saved. The Bible teaches that "all have sinned, and fall short 
of the glory of God" (Rom. 3:23). Sin is what separates a person from God (Isa. 59:1-2). Reconciliation to 
God is possible only when people obey the gospel (Rom. 5:11; Eph. 2:16). Those who "know not God" 
and "obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus " will "suffer punishment, even eternal destruction from the 
face of the Lord and from the glory of his might"(2Thess. 1:8-9). 

The gospel and only the gospel has the power to save. We, like Paul, should never be "ashamed of the 
gospel: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to 
the Greek" (Rom. 1:16). 

The gospel and scriptural evangelization cannot be separated. The gospel plan of salvation that 
was preached on Pentecost must be preached today (Acts 2:37-38). It was the gospel, not the wisdom of 



man, that "was preached in all creation under heaven" (Col. 1:23). And, as Paul, to be "pure from the 
blood of all men" we must shrink not from declaring unto people "the whole counsel of God" (Acts 
20:26-27). 

The gospel, if obeyed and lived, enables one to "lay hold on the life which is life indeed" (1 Tim. 
6:19). Those only rich in worldly goods are to be pitied. The warning Jesus gave long ago is so appropriate 
today: "Take heed, and keep yourselves from all covetousness: for a man's life consisteth not in abundance 
of the things which he possesseth (Luke 12:15). 

May we never grow weary of planning and supporting gospel meetings! Let us truly glorify God by 
being the "salt of the earth" and "the light of the world" (Matt. 5:13-16). 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


