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 There comes a time when God must bury the workman, but not the work. Moses dies without 
entering into the promised land, but Joshua is chosen to continue leading God's people. Let us 
study some things that made Joshua a successful servant of the Lord. 

Joshua understood his purpose and the purpose of God! Joshua's allegiance had always 
been to Jehovah God. He proved his devotion to God when the majority of the spies reported that 
the land God had promised could not be taken. Joshua did not waver nor hesitate in his reply. 
"And Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, who were of them that spied out the 
land, rent their clothes: and they spake unto all the congregation of the children of Israel, saying, 
The land, which we passed through to spy it out, is an exceeding good land. If Jehovah delight in 
us, then he will bring us into this land, and give it unto us; a land which floweth with milk and 
honey. Only rebel not against Jehovah, neither fear ye the people of the land; for they are bread 
for us: their defence is removed from over them, and Jehovah is with us: fear them not. But all the 
congregation bade stone them with stones. And the glory of Jehovah appeared in the tent of 
meeting unto all the children of Israel" (Num. 14:6-10). 

Each of us today must understand our purpose in life. Isaiah reminds us that we have been 
created for the glory of God (Isa. 43:7). The apostle Paul admonishes, "Wherefore be ye not 
foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is" (Eph. 5:17). A person will never be 
successful in God's sight who takes lightly the above Scriptures. 

Joshua believed all that God said. God promised Joshua, "Every place that the sole of 
your foot shall tread upon, to you have I given it, as I spake unto Moses" (Joshua 1:3). 
Joshua did not subscribe to the "faith only" doctrine of man. He knew that God would be with 
his people, but that the land had to be claimed by their feet! The Israelites acted upon God's 
promises and did their part in conquering the promised land. 

God also told Joshua, "There shall not any man be able to stand before thee all the days of 
thy life; as I was with Moses, so I will be with thee; I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee" 
(Joshua 1:5). How could David face Goliath or Elijah the 450 false prophets of Baal? The answer: 
"Finally, be strong in the Lord, and in the strength of his might" (Eph. 6:10). Because Joshua 
believed the promises of God he was confident and victorious in his endeavors all the days of his 
life. 

Joshua fully trusted in God to be his guide! The word of God is the only safe and infallible 
guide. To faithful servants like Joshua and David the word of God was "a lamp unto their feet, 
and light unto their path" (Psa. 119:105, emph. mine, MLW). There is always great satisfaction 
and reward in being a faithful steward of God (cf. 1 Cor. 4:2). 

Most folks today place greater trust in men and their uninspired writings than they do the 
Holy Scriptures. God told Joshua "to observe to do according to all the law, which Moses my 
servant commanded thee: turn not from it to the right hand or to the left, that thou mayest have 
good success whithersoever thou goest" (Joshua 1:7). How wonderful it would be if all men 
would practice this principle today! 



Joshua was obedient to the will of God! It is not enough know God's will and believe it. If 
wholehearted submission and obedience does not characterize one's life, then all that is done is in 
vain. If people do not find delight in the Word of God then they will not "meditate thereon day 
and night" (Joshua 1:8). 

The answer that the people gave unto Joshua is most surely the answer we must give to the 
Lord today. They said, "All that thou hast commanded us we will do . . ." (Joshua 1:16). 

No one can please the Lord today who does not implement into his life these principles of 
success that served Joshua so well. The truth is to be proclaimed, obeyed and practiced even if 
the walls crack. A crack in the wall is nothing compared to a foundation built upon the sinking 
sand (cf. Matt. 7:24-27). Let us build upon the solid foundation that will stand forever! 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


