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 One will never read a more revealing statement authorizing religious apostasy than the one given 
by the elders of the Broadway Church of Christ in Lubbock, Texas. The statement that follows is 
taken from their Volume 68, Number 3, January 30, 2000 bulletin. The statement is quoted below in 
its entirety. 

THE FRANKLIN GRAHAM FESTIVAL 2000 
In the coming weeks you will hear a great deal about the upcoming Franklin Graham 
Festival 2000. The Festival will be coming to Lubbock in the spring of 2000, and Max 
Lucado will be coming this winter to "kick-off the events that will lead up to the Festival. 
Some of our fellowship will hail this event as a powerful opportunity to have the name of 
Jesus held high in our community and consider it an opportunity to teach any who may seek 
further study. Others will not believe members should participate. In short, the Festival has 
the potential to be a very divisive issue. 
In the spirit of unity and in Christ's love, we, the elders of the Broadway Church of Christ, 
feel that the Broadway congregation cannot serve as an official sponsor of Festival 2000. We, 
as an eldership, make this request of our Broadway family. For those of you who might be 
uncomfortable with any participation in Festival 2000, we ask your prayers and encourage-
ment for those of our family who may attend or work for the crusade. Their desire is that 
souls are saved and doors opened for the gospel of Christ. For those of you who might feel 
called to attend or work for Festival 2000, we ask your prayers and understanding for those 
who might be uncomfortable with any role in the Festival. Their desire is also that souls are 
saved and doors opened for the gospel of Christ. 
We know that Broadway has people wanting to attend or serve in various capacities; and, out 
of this same desire for unity in Christ, we want them to know that they have the blessings 
of the Broadway eldership. In a paraphrase of what Paul says in Romans 14...what may be 
wrong for one brother is not necessarily wrong for another. 
Our goal is for people to be open and receptive to the gospel of Christ, and that God receive 
all the glory and honor for what we do. We pray for God's blessings for our congregation as 
we serve this diverse family of believers. [The emphasis in bold is mine, MLW]. 

Max Lucado is hailed as the one to "kick-off the denominational campaign. No one makes 
mockery of the Lord's church more or embraces denominationalism more closely than Max! The 
Broadway elders obviously approve of Max Lucado. 

It is obvious that those who consider Festival 2000 as "an opportunity to have the name of Jesus 
held high in the community" are considered in "fellowship" at Broadway. But please notice - the 
decision by the elders for Broadway not to serve as an official sponsor is in the "spirit of unity and in 
Christ's love." 

According to the elders, those who desire to attend and work at the crusade and those who are 
uncomfortable in participating have the same desire - "for souls to be saved and doors opened for 
the gospel of Christ." Is there more than one gospel to be proclaimed to a lost and dying world (Gal. 
1:6-9)? I think not! Thus, if the gospel is being taught and proclaimed, every member at Broadway 
and in Lubbock should support the effort. If a perversion of the gospel is being taught and 
proclaimed, no member of the Church of Christ should participate in the campaign. Neither Franklin 
Graham nor his father, Billy Graham, preaches the gospel of Christ in its purity! They are members of 
a man-made denomination and believe and teach that one can be saved in such. 

Now note that it is because of this "same desire for unity in Christ" that those members desiring 
to support Franklin Graham and Festival 2000 will have "the blessings of the Broadway elders." 
Never will you see more blatant hypocrisy practiced! In the "spirit of unity and in Christ's love" the 
elders will not allow Broadway to be a sponsoring congregation, but in the "same desire for unity 



in Christ"  they do not hesitate to place their "blessings" on all who desire to participate in the 
Festival. They run to Romans 14 in an attempt to justify their sanction of those who participate, but 
Romans 14 is not discussing matters of doctrine or that which is sinful in and of itself. 

Denominationalism is condemned by Scripture (1 Cor. 1: ID-13) and those who support and 
encourage it commit a grievous sin against the Lord and His church (Matt. 16:18; Eph. 1:22-23; 4:4; 1 
Cor. 12:13). Jesus never spoke truer words than when He said, "Every plant which my heavenly 
Father planted not, shall be rooted up. Let them alone: they are blind guides. And if the blind guide 
the blind, both shall fall into a pit" (Matt. 15:13-14). 

Christians are to "have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather even 
reprove them" (Eph. 5:11). Instead of attempting to act in such a way as to preserve "bodies" and 
"money," godly elders would not hesitate to hold "to the faithful word which is according to the 
teaching, that (they) may be able to exhort in the sound doctrine, and to convict the gainsayers" 
(Titus 1:9). 

Faithful brethren who truly love the Lord and His church will demonstrate that love by marking  
"them that are causing the divisions and occasions of stumbling, contrary to the doctrine which ye 
learned: and turn away from them. For they that are such serve not our Lord Christ, but their own 
belly; and by their smooth and fair speech they beguile the hearts of the innocent" (Rom. 16:17-18). 

I refuse to fellowship or follow Broadway and those like her who support denominationalism - enemy 
of the Lord's church! 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


