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 The Holy Scriptures portray Christ as Master, Savior, Messiah, Lord, prophet, priest and 
king. The Bible also reveals Jesus in the form of some "I am" statements. In John 6:35 Jesus 
says, "I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall not hunger, and he that believeth on me 
shall never thirst." The classic statement in John 14:6 says, "I am the way, and the truth, and the 
life: no one cometh unto the Father, but by me. " In John 15:1 Christ declares, "I am the true vine, 
and my Father is the husbandman. " And, Jesus said unto Martha, "I am the resurrection, and the 
life: he that believeth on me, though he die, yet shall he live. " 

In John 8:58 this phrase has special significance. "Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, Before Abraham was born, I am." This one verse refutes the Jehovah's Witness 
doctrine that Jesus is a created being. Jesus did not say that "He was" or that "He will be," but "I 
am." The eternality of Jesus is clearly depicted in this verse of Scripture. 

It is, however, some statements in John 10 that we will study at this time. First, the Lord 
portrays Himself as the door of the sheepfold (Jn. 10:7). The "sheepfold" represents the church, 
and Jesus is the one to whom we must go to enter into the church. The Scriptures reveal, "And in 
none other is there salvation: for neither is there any other name under heaven, that is given 
among men, wherein we must be saved" (Acts 4:12). The writer of Hebrews notes, "Wherefore 
also he is able to save to the uttermost them that draw near unto God through him, seeing he ever 
liveth to make intercession for them" (Heb. 7:25). 

Following a stranger wil l  lead to destruction! Jesus warned, "Beware of false prophets, who 
come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly are ravening wolves" (Matt. 7:15). Those of 
denominational persuasion are "strangers," and so are the modernistic "change agents" who 
beckon brethren to "follow them." One will never enter the "sheepfold" (Lord's church) in some 
way other than through the "door" (Christ). A person must comply with the Lord's conditional 
invitation to become a member of the body. One who chooses "sprinkling" over "immersion" is 
attempting to enter in by another door. The person who is "immersed" for the wrong reason is 
trying to get "into Christ" through another door. Think about this: Why would a person go to a 
denominational church that believes in baptism for remission of sins to be immersed by a 
denominational preacher if he understands the uniqueness of the relationship of Christ to His 
church? There is but one door into the church! 

Second, the Lord declares Himself to be the good Shepherd of the sheepfold (Jn. 10:11). 
Christ says, "I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd layeth down his life for the sheep. " He 
again affirms, "I am the good shepherd; and I know mine own, and mine own know me " (10:14). 

People must learn to discern between the "good shepherd" and a mere "hireling." Jesus 
warns, "He that is a hireling, and not a shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, beholdeth the 
wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth, and the wolf snatcheth them, and scattereth them " 
(10:12). 

It is Christ, the good Shepherd, that one who loves God will choose to follow. Mere "lip 
service" will not suffice (cf. Matt. 15:7-9). The apostle Peter knew the good Shepherd and thus 
admonished, "For hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an 
example, that ye should follow his steps " (1 Pet. 2:21). 

Third, Jesus reveals that He is the Son of God. "Say ye of him, whom the Father sanctified and 
sent into the world, Thou blasphemest; because I said, I am the Son of God" (10:36)? Jesus 
Christ could not be "the door" or "the good shepherd" unless He is indeed "the Son of God." One 



of the better known verses in the Bible affirms such to be true in saying, "For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him should not perish, but 
have eternal life" (John 3:16). 

We can both know and prove that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. A true believer's faith is not 
a "blind leap in the dark," but rather is based upon "a thus saith the Lord." It was the apostle Paul 
who recorded, "So belief cometh of hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ" (Rom. 10:17). 
The Word of God clearly attests to the Sonship of Christ in saying, "Many other signs therefore 
did Jesus in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book: but these are written, 
that ye may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye may have life in 
his name " (John 20:30-31). 

May we possess obedient hearts that will accept the truth that Jesus is "the door," "the good 
Shepherd," and "the Son of God. A refusal to obey "the gospel" (cf. Rom. 1:16-Gal. 1:6-9) or to 
"walk in the light as He is in the light" (1 John 1:7) will result in the loss of one's soul (cf. 2 
Thess. 1:7-9; 2 John 9-11). 

Let us learn from and give honor to the great "I Am" statements from the lips of the Lord! 
 

 

 
         
 

  
 


