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 Gospel preachers have always proclaimed that there are two parts to salvation - God's part and 
man's part. God provides those things that are impossible for man to provide. God gave His son 
(John 3:16) and His Son gave His life (Rom. 5:8) on Calvary's cross. Christ purchased the church 
He promised to build (Matt. 16:18) with His shed blood (Acts 20:28). Redemption is made possible by 
the grace of God. If one genuinely responds to the gospel plan of salvation, his sins will be washed 
away (Acts 2:38; 22:16) and Christ will add him to His church (Acts 2:47). 

God has provided the plan of salvation, but man must respond to what God has provided. Upon 
becoming a child of God, man must continue to grow as he brings certain things along beside that 
which God has done. God will not do for man those things that man must and can do for himself! 

The apostle Peter reminded the brethren of his day of certain things they could do to make 
their calling and election sure (2 Pet. 1:10). In fact, Peter declares that if certain things are indeed 
done, they will never stumble. Peter does not teach that one can live a "sinless" life, but that it is 
possible to "walk in the light" with access to the cleansing blood (1 John 1:7). "If we confess our sins, 
he is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness" (1 
John 1:9). Thus, one does not have to "stumble" and be lost. Let us learn some things we must do 
from studying verses five through 15 of the first chapter of second Peter. 

Peter plainly says "adding on your part" (2 Peter 1:5) -this is something that each individual 
must do. This part is essential if you are going to be saved, and no one else can do it for you. 
Christians must always "give diligence" (hasten) to do those things that are godly and right. 

It could rightly be said that "faith " is the foundation of all these other characteristics. Without 
faith, even those deeds that are good and right will profit nothing. "And without faith it is impossible 
to be well-pleasing unto him; for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a 
rewarder of them that seek after him" (Heb. 11:6). A follower of God will "walk by faith" (2 Cor. 
5:7) and "overcome the world" by faith (1 John 5:4). 

"Virtue" must next be added along beside what God has done for the obedient believer. This is 
moral excellence - the courage to do what is right! There are many who know what is right, but few 
who have the conviction to stand for what is right regardless of the cost. One who desires to go to 
Heaven must add "virtue " to his life. 

The next characteristic one must add to his life is "knowledge. " Regardless of what many teach, 
the will of Christ can indeed be known! Paul says, "Wherefore be ye not foolish, but understand 
what the will of the Lord is" (Eph. 5:17). Knowledge will serve as the guide for moral excellence 
and courage. It is the Word of God that should direct 
our path (Psa. 119:105). 

"Self-control" (temperance) is the next in this list. One must master keeping his appetites and 
desires under control. It will not do to exclaim, "I couldn't help it," or "the devil made me do it." Paul 
stressed the secret in saying, "but I buffet my body, and bring it into bondage: lest by any means, 
after that I have preached to others, I myself should be rejected" (1 Cor. 9:27). 

"Patience" must next be brought along beside what God has already done. Think of endurance 
and steadfastness and you will better have an understanding of what patience really is. Paul says, "And 
let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not" (Gal. 6:9). 

"Godliness " is the next trait a Christian must possess. One who is godly will respect and honor 
God and submit to His Deity and will. 



"Brotherly kindness" must next be added to one's life. This surely includes an attitude of special 
love and concern for brothers and sisters in Christ (Eph. 4:32; 1 Pet. 1:22). 

"Love " is the last characteristic Peter mentions, and it is a special kind of love. It is an "agape" 
love that always seeks another person's best spiritual interest. This love will lead one to sacrifice 
himself for another. Such love is the type of love Christ had for us when He died on the cross. 

Adding these characteristics to our lives and striving to faithfully practice them will make our 
calling and election sure. Practicing these godly qualities will keep us from stumbling and 
remaining in darkness. 

Peter reminds Christians that God has done His part and "richly supplied unto us the entrance into 
the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ" (2 Pet. 1:11). May we be persuaded to 
do our part (obey His laws and commands) so that we can be victorious in the day of judgment! 

 

 
         
 

  
 


