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 God has always been totally committed to providing for man's spiritual and physical needs, 
and He expects Christians to worship and serve Him with the whole heart. This principle was 
made clear long ago when Moses said, "This day Jehovah thy God commandeth thee to do these 
statutes and ordinances: thou shall therefore keep and do them with all thy heart, and with all 
thy soul" (Deut. 26:16). God is never impressed with token service and half-hearted efforts in the 
kingdom. 

Many say they want to be successful as a faithful steward in God's vineyard, but they are not 
willing to pay the price. The price of success in the spiritual realm is no different than the price 
for success in the physical realm. It requires sacrifice, dedication, time and effort, and requires 
that priorities be maintained. Joshua revealed long ago the price of success in the spiritual realm 
when he said, "This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth, but thou shalt meditate 
thereon day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for 
then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success " (Joshua 1:8). 

Jesus said, "Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of 
heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father who is in heaven" (Matt. 7:21). All the sacrifice in 
the world without obedience will profit nothing. It matters not what men may do, if they do not 
the bidding of the Lord. The apostle Peter clearly outlined a Christian's duty in stating, "We must 
obey God rather than men" (Acts 5:29). 

The principle of obedience has always been stressed by God and recorded in the Holy 
Scriptures so men might be without excuse. There are many examples of godly obedience in the 
past that should encourage people in the present. 

Noah saved himself and his family from the global flood. What set Noah apart from the rest 
of the men in the world? The answer is, "Thus did Noah; according to all that God commanded 
him, so did he " (Gen. 6:22). 

Abraham left his family and friends to do God's bidding in a foreign country. Abraham's 
faith in God was strong, and it had been tested many times. It was never tested as it was, 
however, when God said, "Take now thy son, thine only son, whom thou lovest, even Isaac, 
and get thee into the land of Moriah. And offer him there for a burnt-offering upon one of the 
mountains which I will tell thee of. And Abraham rose early in the morning, and saddled his ass, 
and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son. And he clave the wood for the burnt-
offering, and rose up, and went unto the place of which God had told him ...And they came to 
the place which God had told him of. And Abraham built the altar there, and laid the wood in 
order, and bound Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar, upon the wood. And Abraham 
stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his son " (Gen. 22:2-3, 9-10). 

Although God did not allow Abraham to slay the son of promise, Abraham was prepared to 
do so, and trust in God to raise Isaac from the dead. How often do we fail God today by choosing 
not to do what He said do because we have decided His way will not work? 

Joshua became the leader of his people after the death of Moses. Moses was not only faithful 
to do God's bidding, but also he instilled within Joshua the urgency to be obedient. The Bible 
says, "As Jehovah commanded Moses his servant, so did Moses command Joshua: and so did 



Joshua; he left nothing undone of all that Jehovah commanded Moses " (Joshua 11:15). 
Most Old Testament kings were rebellious and disobedient to God, but King Hezekiah "clave 

to Jehovah; he departed not from following him, but kept his commandments, which Jehovah 
commanded Moses" (2 Kings 18:6). One can always choose to follow God even though the 
majority will not do so. 

Even the Lord, "though he was a Son, yet learned obedience by the things which he suffered" 
(Heb. 5:8). Surely one can see the error of those who advocate people are saved by "faith only" 
(cf. James 2:24). 

May we learn the truth that obedience costs something and is essential if we are going to 
Heaven. Let us be willing to gladly pay whatever price is required! 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


