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 Rubel Shelly's weekly newsletter, Lovelines (Vol. 26, Num. 8, Feb. 23, 2000), contains more 
evidence of his infatuation with denominationalism and his alliance with Billy Graham. It is even sad-
der to realize that scattered throughout the states there are congregations calling themselves churches 
of Christ who cannot wait to imitate Rubel in fellowshipping the denominations. The first part of 
Rubel's plea declares: 

God willing, Billy Graham will be preaching for four nights at Adelphia Coliseum this 
spring. I hope you have marked June 1-4 on your calendar ... I hope you are praying over 
your "Operation Andrew" list of people you plan to invite to the crusade. The likelihood 
that you know an unsaved person who would attend one or more nights of the Graham 
Crusade is very high. For one thing, curiosity alone might be enough to motivate that 
person. Hearing Dr. Graham speak in one of the final crusades his age and health will 
allow him to conduct could get someone there - and the Spirit of God can handle things from 
there. The preached Word of God can be his instrument to touch that person's heart. 
It is more appropriate to say, the devil willing, Billy Graham will preach false doctrine in a 

spring crusade in Middle Tennessee. God has nothing to do with false teachers who stand in 
opposition to the Lord's church, and it is not His will that error be proclaimed. 

Billy Graham has never preached the "whole counsel of God" (cf. Acts 20:27) as does God's 
faithful servants. Jesus warned, "Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but 
inwardly are ravening wolves" (Matt. 7:15). The apostle John admonished, "Beloved, believe not 
every spirit, but prove the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets are gone out 
into the world" (1 John 4:1). Both Billy Graham and Rubel Shelly are false teachers who show 
disdain instead of respect for the authority of the Scriptures. 

The pure, unadulterated Word of God is the "power of God unto salvation" (Rom. 1:16), but 
not partial truths coupled with false teaching. Rubel continues his plea, saying: 

Many Churches of Christ choose not to participate in Graham Crusades because Dr. 
Graham does not end his lessons with a call to baptism. The truth is that most of the 
people who respond at such events are not ready to be baptized. Their hearts have been 
touched by the story of Jesus, and they are eager for the life-change that has been 
emphasized in the message. How they can open their hearts to God's grace is still unclear 
to them. That's where you come in ... People who hear Dr. Graham preach are asked to 
"make a decision to accept Jesus Christ." When they respond, they are linked to counselors 
whose task is to help them turn their decision into discipleship. A counselor meets with 
someone, affirms the decision to follow Jesus, and begins a process of teaching that 
brings that man or woman to baptism, identification with a local church, and growth in 
Christ. Respondents identify their church background or preference and are referred to 
people from that tradition. In Middle Tennessee where so many people have history with 
Churches of Christ, a high percentage of those who respond will be looking for someone out 
of that background to follow through with them. Will you help? 

Rubel would have folks believe many churches of Christ do not participate in the Graham 
Crusades only because Billy's lessons are not ended with a call to baptism. Rubel, listen carefully! 
The reason God's faithful do not participate in the Graham Crusades or in any other denominational 
effort is because they believe the teaching of the Bible to "have no fellowship with the unfruitful 
works of darkness, but rather even reprove them " (Eph 5:11). 

It is agreed that those who respond at a Graham Crusade are not ready to be baptized. They may 



respond to "the word of Graham" but they have not responded to "the word of God." Why? It is 
because Graham has not presented the gospel plan of salvation. Rubel unwittingly told the truth when 
he said that "how they can open their hearts to God's grace is still unclear to them!" God's truth is 
unclear because Graham has not proclaimed it! One will always be "unclear" of God's truths while 
listening to denominational preachers expound man-made doctrine! 

According to the Bible, those who hearts was pricked by a pure presentation of the gospel were 
ready to be baptized immediately. Philip preached "good tidings concerning the kingdom of God" 
(Acts 8:12) and both men and women were baptized. Philip preached Jesus to the Ethiopian eunuch 
and upon coming to a "certain water" (Acts 8:35-36) the eunuch requested to be baptized. The 
"word of the Lord" was preached to the Philippian jailor and he was baptized "the same hour of the 
night...immediately" (Acts 16:32-33). The Bible declares that God's grace is perfectly clear to 
those whom the unadulterated gospel has been preached. Neither Billy Graham nor Rubel Shelly 
believes in preaching the saving gospel to folks. 

Paul teaches, "Now I beseech you, brethren, through the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
ye all speak the same thing and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfected 
together in the same mind and in the same judgment" (1 Cor. 1:10). Regardless of what Rubel 
advocates, the inspired Word of God forever condemns denominationalism. We must rebuke -not 
fellowship false teachers! 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


