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 The phone rang last Thursday afternoon (February 24, 2000) and a lady who is moving to 
Rowlett wanted some information about the church. She quickly stated that she was looking for a 
"spirit-filled" church that believed in God's Word. 

Upon inquiring about her church membership, she stated that she attended Mt. Zion Baptist 
Church. Then she said she was not a member there and it made no difference what kind of church she 
attended as long as they believed God's Word. 

At this point I tried to point out some differences in the Lord's church and man-made 
denominations. The lady responded by saying, "I'm not interested in the differences in churches. 
The pastor at Mt. Zion is a "spirit-filled" man who teaches God's Word. I just want a church that 
believes in God and teaches His Word." She then asked if we taught the Word of God. 

I assured her that we exalted and taught the entire Word of God. She was cautioned, however, 
that just because one says he teaches the Word of God does not make it so. I told her the Baptist 
preacher (she called him pastor) she praised so highly did not believe nor teach all of God's Word. She 
exclaimed, "How can you say such when you have never met him? You don't know him or his heart. 
He is a good man who loves God." 

I asked what the Baptist preacher taught regarding the plan of salvation, and she did not know. 
I asked when and how she was. saved. The lady said, "I was sitting on my porch praying, and God told 
me what to do. I accepted Christ as my Savior and let Him come into my heart." I wanted to know 
how she knew she was saved at that moment. She told me that it was the feeling she had when God's 
Spirit touched her. 

I inquired about repentance. Yes, she believed in repentance, and said one would have to give up 
his sins before becoming a Christian. I then inquired about baptism. Yes, she had been baptized. I 
asked her if she was saved before she was baptized, and she affirmed that she was. Upon quoting to 
her several verses that teach the necessity of immersion for remission of sins and salvation (Mark 
16:16; Acts 2:38; 22:16; Gal. 3:27; 1 Peter 3:21), she informed me that she was a "babe in Christ" and 
didn't know that much about baptism. I reminded her that she said while she was praying God had 
told her what to do to be saved. She again affirmed such as being true, and I asked her if she thought 
God failed to mention baptism when He supposedly told her what to do. She replied, "One does not 
know all there is to know when they first become a Christian. I am a babe in Christ, and I will 
have to see what the Bible says about baptism." 

I countered by saying that God's Word says one must be "baptized for the remission of sins" 
(Acts 2:38). As I repeated the gospel plan for salvation as revealed in God's Word, she stated that 
she did not call to debate the Scriptures. She went on to say, "I just called to find a church. I don't care 
what church it is as long as it is "spirit filled" and believes in the Word of God. I do not believe 
Christians ought to debate." I did not mention it to her, but I could not help but think that my liberal 
brethren also have an aversion to debating. I tried for several minutes to get her to see that one cannot 
separate Christ from His church. The name of the church was stressed as being important because 
it shows ownership. She said, "I don't know what difference a name makes because it is God in you 
that matters. I only called to find a church that believes in and teaches God's Word, and it makes me no 
difference which one it is." 

I pointed out that it is inconsistent to claim to believe in God's Word but not be willing to be guided 
by it. I also told her it would be deceptive for me to allow her to believe there are no differences 
between the church of Christ and the Baptist church. I begged her to ask the Baptist preacher if 



baptism was necessary for one to be saved. She replied, "He is a man of God who believes God's 
Word. I wish you would call him and talk to him. No, I'll have him call you." I told her I would 
welcome the call, but that it would not come because he does not want his false teaching exposed. 

She then asked if I was the "pastor." I said, "No, and neither am I a reverend. I am a preacher." 
She did ask for directions to the building, and for the time of our services. Perhaps she will visit and 
allow her feelings to be challenged by God's Word. 

It continues to be a proven fact that people's feelings stand in the way of hearing what is said. 
Folks are content to trade the truth for the feeling they have in their heart. Their view of the church 
and worshiping God is more important to them that the Word they claim to be guided by. Isn't it 
amazing that one can claim to believe in God's Word and be convinced they are following it as a 
guide, but they do not even know what it says! 

Lack of knowledge will doom both the Christian and non-Christian (Hosea 4:6). May the 
attitude of the Bereans become contagious (Acts 17:11). 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


