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 There is a statement of Paul to the brethren at Corinth that has long been a favorite of mine. 
The apostle outlines well a loyal servant's obligations to the Master in saying, "Wherefore, my 
beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch 
as ye know that your labor is not vain in the Lord" (1 Cor. 15:58). Let us now study some 
requirements of a servant of the Lord. 

A servant of the Lord must be in Christ. The admonition is addressed only to the "brethren." 
Many today claim to be the Lord's servants and brothers in Christ, but they have never "put on 
Christ" (Gal. 3:27). The doctrine of "faith only" is false, and one who believes such teaching will be 
lost (James 2:24, 26). Salvation is in Christ and not outside of Christ (2 Tim. 2:10). One who 
refuses to "put on Christ" is not His child and cannot be His servant. 

A servant of the Lord must be "stedfast and unmoveable." In the early church, the followers of 
the Lord "continued stedfastly in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread and 
the prayers" (Acts 2:42). They were not searching for ways to change the God-given pattern of 
worship. 

So many brethren today are "unmoveable" regarding worldly matters, but they easily slide 
from one end of the spectrum to the other when the "winds of change" blows through the church. 
Christians serve a God who does not change (Mal. 3:6), and the Lord "Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday and to-day, yea and for ever" (Heb. 13:8). 

Many stubbornly commit themselves wholeheartedly to building a materialistic empire, and by 
so doing refuse to "seek...first his kingdom, and his righteousness... " (Matt. 6:33). Others are loyal 
to family and friends, but the Lord can never depend on them. Have you ever asked yourself what 
would happen to the local congregation if every member did as you do? One has not acted wisely who 
is more devoted and stedfast in the physical realm than in the spiritual realm. 

A servant of the Lord must be active in the work of the Lord. It is not the work of man, but the 
work of the Lord with which Christians are to be concerned. Jesus addressed this matter in saying, 
"We must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can 
work" (John 9:4). A devoted servant will always do the Master's bidding. Christ said that His sheep 
will follow him for they know his voice. And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him: 
for they know not the voice of strangers" (John 10:4-5). Multitudes today have listened only to the voice 
of some man. They know much more about what a man has said than they know about what Christ has 
said. The folly of this is that man will not be one's judge. Christ has clearly stated, "He that rejecteth 
me, and receiveth not my sayings, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I spake, the same shall 
judge him in the last day" (John 12:48). 

A servant of the Lord will be "always abounding" in the Lord's work. According to Thayer, the 
word "abounding" means "to superabound (in quantity or quality), be in excess, be superfluous; also 
(transitively) to cause to superabound or excel." The Lord's servant recognizes the importance of the 
work of the church and will gladly be a laborer in the vineyard. Nothing he does will be done in a 
half-hearted manner as he seeks to excel in his work for the cause of Christ. 

A servant of the Lord will be mindful of the promise that his "labor is not in vain in the 
Lord." It was the wise man Solomon who said, "I have seen all the works that are done under the sun; 
and, behold, all is vanity and a striving after wind" (Eccl. 1:14). After accumulating wealth untold and 
partaking of all it could buy, Solomon concluded, "This is the end of the matter; all hath been heard: 
fear God, and keep his commandments; for this is the whole duty of man" (Eccl. 12:13). 

Jesus also teaches that the treasures that are laid up in heaven are the only treasures that really 



matter. Our earthly labors may well be in vain, but our sincere labor in the kingdom will always be 
profitable. To those who are willing to hear, Christ says, "Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon 
the earth, where moth and rust consume, and where thieves break through and steal: but lay up 
for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth consume, and where thieves 
do not break through nor steal: for where thy treasure is, there will thy heart be also " (Matt. 
6:19-21). 

Never forget Paul said "that to whom ye present yourselves as servants unto obedience, his 
servants ye are whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness" 
(Rom. 6:16). The servant of the Lord has a legitimate hope of Heaven and is assured that his 
diligent labor will be rewarded. 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


