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 When Jesus went to his own country and began to teach he marvelled because of the 
people's unbelief (Luke 6:1-2, 6). On another occasion Christ said to a certain group of 
Israelites, "O foolish men, and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken" 
Luke 24:25)! The sin of unbelief is long-lived and deep-rooted. Back during the days of the kings 
God "testified unto Israel, and unto Judah, by every prophet, and every seer, saying, Turn ye from 
your evil ways, and keep my commandments and my statutes, according to all the law which I 
commanded your fathers, and which I sent to you by my servants the prophets. 
Notwithstanding, they would not hear, but hardened their neck, like to the neck of their fathers, 
who believed not in Jehovah their God" (2 Kings 17:13-14). 

The sin of unbelief can express itself in a variety of ways. Let us study several avenues that 
Satan uses to snare people in the sin of unbelief. 

The refusal to acknowledge the existence of God is unbelief! The Psalmist declared, "The 
fool hath said in his heart, there is no God ... " (Psa. 14:1). The world itself testifies of the 
existence of a supreme being. Paul says, "For the invisible things of him since the creation of the 
world are clearly seen, being perceived through the things that are made, even his everlasting 
power and divinity; that they may be without excuse: because that, knowing God, they glorified 
him not as God, neither gave thanks; but became vain in their reasonings, and their senseless 
heart was darkened" (Rom. 1:20-21). Faith in God is mandatory if one is going to please the 
Heavenly Father (Heb. 11:6). The one who refuses to believe in the existence of God has no 
solid foundation upon which to build. This world and all that it contains will be destroyed (2 Peter 
3:12-13). 

The refusal to confess that Jesus Christ is the Son of God is unbelief! Jesus clearly stated 
to the Jews of His day, "I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: for except ye 
believe that I am he, ye shall die in your sins" (John 8:24). It did not matter that the Christ 
healed the lame, gave sight to the blind, cured the lepers, and raised the dead. The Scriptures 
reveal, "But though he had done so many signs before them, yet they believed not on him" (John 
12:37). The Jews stubbornly refused to believe that Jesus was the promised Messiah and 
demanded that He be crucified instead of released (Matt. 27:17-25). 

The refusal to listen to the Word of God is unbelief! Stephen proclaimed God's truth to the 
hard-hearted Jews of his day, "but they cried out with a loud voice, and stopped their ears, and 
rushed upon him with one accord" (Acts 7:57). Stephen was stoned to death simply because folks 
had no desire to listen to the convicting Word of God (Acts 7:58). 

People have not changed. Millions today stubbornly refuse to accept as truth the authority 
of the Scriptures. Some who claim they believe in God deny that the act of baptism (immersion) 
has anything to do with one's salvation. It does not matter that the apostle Peter says to the people 
of his day that the eight souls in the ark were saved through water and that "after a true 
likeness doth now save you, even baptism ... "(1 Peter 3:20-21). 

Others declaring their faith in God argue that a man is saved by faith alone. It seemingly does 
not matter to them that God's Word says, "Ye see that by works a man is justified, and not only 



by faith" (James 2:24). 
Many who proudly profess their love for God believe in the man-made doctrine of "once 

saved, always saved." The words of the apostle Peter never penetrate their prejudiced hearts. Peter 
states, "For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the world through the knowledge of the 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein and overcome, the last state is 
become worse with them than the first. For it were better for them not to have known the way 
of righteousness, than, after knowing it, to turn back from the holy commandment delivered unto 
them. It has happened unto them according to the true proverb, The dog turning to his own vomit 
again, and the sow that had washed to wallowing in the mire " (2 Pet. 2:20-22). 

The sin of unbelief will cost one his soul! 
 

 

 
         
 

  
 


