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 Chaos would prevail if every man were accountable only to his own set of rules. There would be 
little peace or accord without standard laws and guidelines to which all men are amenable. Yet, in 
the religious realm, rules mean very little to most denominations. Rules may be here today and gone 
tomorrow because of pressure exerted on the "powers that be." 

An article in the January 26, 2000 Dallas Morning News revealed that the Church of England is 
now considering approving remarriage for divorcees. Recommendations have been "published by 
a group of bishops" and could be "adopted by the church's governing General Synod in 2002." 

The article reveals that England "has one of the highest divorce rates in Europe. Roughly one-
third of Anglican priests already remarry divorcees, and the church says 10 percent of its 
marriages now involve divorcees." 

"Among the proposed conditions: Divorced people should be honest about the reasons for the 
failure of their previous marriage, adequate provision should be made for supporting children, the new 
relationship should not be the cause of breaking up the previous marriage, and 'a reasonable time' 
should have passed since the divorce." 

"Bishops also recommended that remarriage should normally not be permitted for people who have 
been involved in more than one divorce. The decision in each case would be made by the local priest 
in consultation with the bishop." 

The Church of England has had man-made rules regulating marriage for years. Why cast them 
aside for another set of man-made rules? How long will it be before human pressure again dictates that 
the rules be changed? 

According to God's Word, the decision regarding ones remarriage is not "made by the local 
priest in consultation with the bishop." One will search the Scriptures in vain to find such an 
implication or statement. To most it does not matter that God has set forth in Scripture the only 
binding rules regarding marriage, divorce and remarriage. 

In the beginning, God's created one woman for one man (cf. Gen. 2:18-25). They were 
instructed by God to "be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth ..." (Gen. 1:28) - something 
that two homosexual couples cannot do! Man chose to practice polygamy, and Moses tolerated such 
under the old law. Shortly before the establishment of the church, the Pharisees seeking to trap 
Jesus, asked, "Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife for every cause" (Matt. 19:3)? In giving 
His answer Jesus goes back to the beginning of creation (19:4-6). After establishing the concept of 
one man for one woman, Jesus says regarding divorce, "Whosoever shall put away his wife, except for 
fornication, and shall marry another, committeth adultery: and he that marrieth her when she is put 
away committeth adultery" (19:9). 

If the Lord's rule regarding divorce is respected, there will be no need for the proposed 
recommendations by the bishops of the Church of England. Fornication (sexual immorality, 
adultery) is the only reason for which one can Scripturally put away his mate and remarry. The 
guilty party is "put away," and may not with God's blessings remarry. The innocent party (the one 
doing the legitimate putting away) has the God-given right to remarry one eligible to be married. 

Without the exception that Christ gave, God's rule for marriage reads, "For the woman that 
hath a husband is bound by law to the husband while he liveth; but if the husband die, she is 
discharged from the law of the husband. So then if, while the husband liveth, she be joined to another 
man, she shall be called an adulteress: but if the husband die, she is free from the law, so that she is 



no adulteress, though she be joined to another man " (Rom. 7:2-3). 
The rule for marriage under the New Covenant is that it is binding until the death of either the 

husband or the wife. To divorce and remarry makes one an adulterer. Christ does not expect one to 
tolerate immorality, thus, He gives the only exception to the rule of marriage. It matters not that 
there are many reasons given by men for divorce and remarriage - there is only one reason that God will 
recognize. 

Where God has not recognized a Scriptural putting away of one's mate, the couple is not 
loosed from their marriage vows. To divorce and remarry without a Scriptural reason is to live in 
adultery. Such a union is an adulterous relationship, and is called a marriage only in an accommodative 
sense. Unless people repent (sever the adulterous union) they will be lost (1 Cor. 6:9). 

Denominations have long made up their own rules and changed them at will. Now many 
congregations of the Lord's church are copying the denominations. The number of unscripturally 
divorced people continues to grow. But it matters not if 90 percent of humanity is unscripturally di-
vorced - God's rule for marriage and divorce will not change (cf. Matt. 24:35; Psa. 119:89). 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


