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 In my November 28, 1999 newsletter I wrote an article entitled "Fellowship With The 
Denominations " exposing Rubel Shelly for his support and planned participation in the Billy 
Graham crusade scheduled for January 1-4, 2000 in Nashville, Tennessee. That event is now 
history, but let me say more regarding the planning for said event. 

In the November 24, 1999 edition of Lovelines (Rubel's bulletin) we read the following: 
All Woodmont Hills members planning to help receive and counsel those who respond 
during the June 2000 Billy Graham Crusade are encouraged to be present Monday night, 
November 29, at 7 p.m. There will be a special "Evangelism and Discipleship Seminar" to 
train counselors that evening in Room 116. As Billy Graham preaches each night during the 
June 1-4 Crusade, people will be invited to "make a decision for Jesus Christ" or to 
"accept Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord." But what does such an invitation entail? How 
does one give her life to Christ, receive him as Savior, and begin a life of Christian 
discipleship? It is the task of trained counselors to receive those who respond at the 
Crusade and help them put specifics to their response. But those who are on the coliseum 
floor must be trained for their task. So we are hoping to train scores of our members for this 
task. All who respond indicate their religious heritage or church preference. The follow-up 
they receive will come from people in those fellowships. Because a limited number of 
Churches of Christ participate in such crusades, we will have a huge task on our hands — 
especially in Middle Tennessee where such a high percentage of people have historic ties 
with the Church of Christ. No, we are by no means the only Church of Christ helping with 
the project. But we will still need to train as many volunteers as possible for the event. 
Thank you in advance for helping reinforce the decision of those who respond, encourage 
them to be baptized into Jesus, and identify with a local church for support and 
encouragement in their new life. What an opportunity this Crusade offers! What a challenge 
for us to help those who see it as a moment of decision in their spiritual lives! 

First, the preaching will be done by Billy Graham, a Baptist preacher who has never 
proclaimed as did the apostle Paul that baptism is necessary for one to be saved (Acts 2:38; 22:16; Gal. 
3:27). One cannot respond to false teaching and the end result be that he pleases God. Rubel says the 
trained counselors will help people "put specifics to their response." I wonder just what "specifics" 
must be added to one's response to obey the gospel? 

Second, Rubel thanks the counselors in advance for encouraging those who respond "to be 
baptized into Jesus and identify with a local church for support and encouragement in their new life." 
Have you noticed just how hypocritical Rubel is? The people have responded to Billy Graham's 
preaching and Billy does not believe baptism is necessary for one to become a Christian. Yet, Rubel 
wants those who have responded to the preaching of one he fellowships to be "baptized into Jesus." 
The problem is un-get-aroundable! Is one "baptized into Jesus" or does "belief only" place one in Je-
sus? Does Rubel advocate that there is more than one way to be saved? Does it matter whether one 
is in or out of Jesus? The Bible teaches that salvation is "in Christ" (2 Tim. 2:10) and that the only 
way one "puts on Christ" is by baptism (Gal. 3:27). 

Third, we can clearly see that Rubel Shelly is a first class hypocrite! He wants to "hob-knob" 
with and fellowship one who does not believe baptism is necessary for one's salvation. But Rubel 
wants those who "have historic ties with the Church of Christ" to be encouraged to be "baptized 
into Jesus." Will the real Rubel please stand? 

You will search the Bible in vain looking for the verse that states those with "historic ties" to the 



Church of Christ need to be immersed to be in Christ, but those without these "historic ties" do not need 
to be immersed to be in Christ. If one follows Rubel's line of thinking he is free to choose his own plan 
of salvation. Rubel would be more honest if he would simply state that he no longer believes 
baptism is necessary for the remission of sins or for one to be a member of the Lord's church. 

The words of the apostle Paul thunder forth: "For in one Spirit were we all baptized into one 
body ..." (1 Cor. 12:13). Which is it Rubel? Are we baptized into the body or do we get into it another 
way? And, is there more than "one" body that God will accept? 

Billy Graham doesn't believe the whole counsel of God (cf. Acts 20:27) and neither does Rubel. 
Both must be marked as false teachers. It is a shame that many brethren will not heed the cry to 
"come ye out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord" (2 Cor. 6:17). Do you follow 
Christ or chase after a pack of wolves (Matt. 7:15)? 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


