
 
 

 

"BY WHAT AUTHORITY IS THIS DONE?" 

 
 
 
 

Faithful brethren have always recognized and accepted the platform of abiding only by 
that which is authorized of God. "And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the father by him" (Col,3:17). Again 
we read, "If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God. . ."(I Pet. 4:11). The 
question regarding, "To whom shall we go for authority?," is not a question asked only 
by members of the church of Christ. The area of Biblical authority has been and continues 
to be the dividing line between the Lord's church and denominationalism as well as 
brethren who have departed from the faith. Some would have us to believe that the 
church is the authority in religious matters. Others tenaciously cling to man-made 
traditions for their authority. Still others look to their "pastors," councils, synods and 
conferences for what they do or not do religiously. A great number will let their 
conscience be their guide in religious matters. The end result has been a complete 
departure from the source God has given man for all matters religiously - the inspired, 
inerrant, all authoritative word of God (2 Tim.3:16-17)! 

God has revealed His will through the Scriptures, and one must keep in mind that 
Jesus Christ was "all authority" (Matt.28:18). Christ has made know that authority 
through the inspired Scriptures. "Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scriptures is 
of any private interpretation. For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: 
but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Spirit" 2 Pet.1:20-21). 

Therefore, the purpose of God's word is that of revealing truth. "And ye shall know 
the truth, and the truth shall make you free: (Jno.8:32). As to what constitutes truth, we 
are told, "Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth" (Jno.17:17). The 
importance of truth is clearly set forth in the following scriptures: 

> It is with "truth" Christians must be girded (Eph.6:14). 
> Only "truth" will make one free (Jno.8:32). 
> God's word is truth (Jno. 17:17). 
> "Truth" came through Jesus Christ (Jno.1:17). 
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> The Holy Spirit guided the apostles into "all truth" (Jno.16:13). 
> The judgment of God will be according to "truth" (Jno. 12:48). 
> Only by obeying the "truth" is one made pure (I Pet. 1:22). 
> Those who do not have a love of the "truth" will be lost (2 Thess.2:10). 
> The Lord wants His children to "be fellowhelpers to the truth" (3 Jno.8). 

The absolute necessity of respecting and abiding only by that which is authorized of 
Almighty God cannot be over emphasized! We have received news that the Stones River 
church of Christ in Murfreesboro, Tenn. began an instrumental service, along with it's a 
cappella service March 29, 2015, according to the local newspaper Daily News Journal. 
Brethren, where is the Biblical authority for the use of instrumental music in New 
Testament worship? To set aside Biblical authority is to open the door to any and 
everything! We are seeing before our very eyes what brethren did over a 100 years ago 
when instrumental music was introduced into the worship, and the acceptance of the 
human organization the Missionary Society without any biblical authority. The divisive, 
liberal faction became known as the Christian Church or Disciples of Christ. Faithful 
brethren called themselves by the scriptural nomenclature church of Christ (Rom.16:16). 

Sad to say, like Ephraim, many are wedded to their idol, the instrument! Genuine love 
for Christ and His glorious church, the church of Christ, demands that we lift up our 
voices and cry aloud against any and all sinful practices! 

In spite of what liberal brethren state, instrumental music in New Testament worship 
is a fellowship issue! For one cannot introduce that which is without biblical authority 
and expect God and His people to accept them into fellowship (2 Jno.9-11)! 

Until there is a return to speaking where the Bible speaks and being silent where the 
Bible is silent, departures from the faith will continue! As to why faithful churches of 
Christ do not use instrumental music in worship is because there is no biblical authority 
for its use! 
 


