
 
 

 
A SURVEY FOR YOUR CHILDREN 

 

 
 
 

All Christian parents have the obligation of bringing their children "up in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord" (Eph.6:4). The training they receive at home will have a 
great bearing on where they will be in eternity! This training also includes what they are 
being taught in Bible classes and lessons from the pulpit. In 2002 The Christian 
Chronicle reported the findings of a survey conducted by the Center For Youth and 
Family Minister at Abilene Christian University. Some 500 young people in churches of 
Christ from 14 states were polled. The survey consisted of nineteen questions. The 
seriousness of the impact on the Lord's church from this survey cannot be taken lightly! 

SURVEY RESULTS 
1. 8% did NOT believe the devil actually existed. 
2. 10% did NOT believe it was essential for salvation to let Jesus be Lord and savior. 
3. 14% did NOT believe sex outside of marriage was not wrong. 
4. 19% did NOT believe God guided the authors of the Bible as they wrote. 
5. 20% did NOT believe God extended salvation by faith and baptism. 
6. 21% did NOT believe God will punish the wicked in a literal hell. 
7. 30% did NOT believe the Lord's Supper should be taken on the first day of the 

week. 
8.  34% did NOT believe abortion is wrong. 
9.  34% did NOT believe church membership mattered as long as you loved God. 

      10. 52% did NOT believe evangelism is the most important work of the church. 
      11. 61% did NOT believe adultery is the only biblical reason for divorce. 
      12. 69% did NOT believe Christians should be different from the world in dress,           

language, etc. 
      13. 77% did NOT believe those who have never heard about Jesus will be lost. 
      14. 78% did NOT believe Christians should only marry Christians. 
      15. 89% did NOT believe it was wrong for girls to lead youth devotionals or singing. 
      16. 88% did NOT believe it was wrong for women to take a leadership role in 

  worship. 17.84% did NOT believe there was any difference between the 
church of Christ and denominations. 

18. 86% did NOT believe one must be an active member of the church to go to 
heaven. 

19. 90% did NOT believe using musical instruments in worship is sinful. 
The particular survey in this lesson brings up several questions: 1) Were these views 

promoted by their parents? 2) Were these views promoted by the elders and Bible class 
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teachers where they attended? Another possibility and probability is that these views 
were promoted by some youth ministers and liberal professors. Here is an absolute fact: 
those 500 young people did not come up with those views on their own! Now some 13 
years later these same young people are now young adults, and have taken their beliefs to 
other parts of the country, and unless corrected, will continue to advocate those false 
views! There is no doubt in my mind that the 500 young people in the survey have 
contributed to a great degree to the apostasy that is taking place today in the Lord's 
church. 

Questions of paramount importance for parents today are: How concerned are you 
about your children's spiritual development? What "product" is your home turning out 
for Christ, and His body, the church of Christ? Will your children remain faithful to 
Christ and His church? Indeed, these are weighty questions for every parent! 

Yes, every parent needs to be frequently remind of 1) Their responsibility of bringing 
their children "up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord" (Eph.6:4) and 2) What 
children are taught at home, in Bible classes and from the pulpit will have a great bearing 
on where they will be in eternity! 
Parents, if these same questions were asked your children what would be the results? 


