
 
 

 
ARE ALL PRAYERS ACCEPTABLE TO GOD? 

 

 
 
 

According to Ephesians 1:3, "all spiritual blessings" are to be found only "in Christ." 
If one is not "in Christ," they are not beneficiaries of any spiritual blessings! Among the 
exceeding great and precious promises given to children of God is that God answers the 
prayers of His righteous children (Lk.18:1; Jno.5:14-15). Through the years, I have 
heard many prayers that are not in harmony with the teaching of our Lord. I am not 
having reference to a "slip of the tongue," but rather to out right false statements and 
requests. It certainly is not my intention to "nit pick" anyone's prayer or to hurt feelings, 
but to bring to our attention some things that are never correct no matter how honest, 
sincere or ignorant one may be in their petitions to God. 

Question - Will God accept a sermon filled with doctrinal error? The answer of 
course, is no. Then what makes us think God will accept petitions that are a violation of 
His Word? Bear in mind that one's petitions must be in harmony with the will of God (I 
Jno.5:14-15)! 

As for the question, "Are All Prayers Acceptable To God?" we learn the following 
from the word of God: 

>  God will not hear the prayers of an alien sinner (Jno.9:31).  
      >  God will not hear the prayers of hypocrites (Matt.6:16-18; Matt.23).  

>  God will not hear the prayers of those who are hard-hearted and love not the truth 
(2 Thess.1:10-12).  
>  God's ears are not open to the prayers of the ungodly (I Pet.3:12).  

      >  God will not hear the prayers of those who are covetous (I Tim.6:10; Col.3:5-6).  
      >  God will not hear the prayers of those who refuse to forgive (Matt.6:14-15).  
      >  God will not hear the prayers of immoral brethren (Gal.5:19-21).  
      >  God will  not hear the prayers of false teachers (2 Jno.9-11). 
      > God will not hear the prayers of those who support immorality of any sort 

(Rom.1:18, 32). 
      >  God will not hear the prayers if iniquity is in one's heart (Psa.66:18).  God will not         

hear the prayers if one does not have faith (Jas. 1:5-7).  
      > God will not hear the prayers of the self-righteous (Lk. 18:9-12). 

> God will not hear the prayers of those who will not hear His precepts (Prov.28:9; I 
Pet.3:12). 

>   God will not hear the prayers of a Christian husband who does not maintain the 
proper relationship with his wife (I Pet.3:7). 

In addition to these matters, God will not hear the prayers of those who use phrases 
and requests that are clearly not in harmony with His will! For an example, for one to 
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state, Lord we know that the end times are here or to imply that there are signs of the 
Lord's return is without scriptural support! Jesus made it clear that no one knows when 
He shall return, "But of that day and that hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels which 
are in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father" (Mk. 13:32). As for signs of His coming, 
Jesus said there would be no signs of His coming that it would be just an ordinary day 
(Matt.24:36-39). Another example of an unscriptural request is to ask the Lord to help 
us to "testify" and "witness" for Christ. The only ones that were witnesses for Christ 
were chosen by God to give testimony of the resurrection of Christ. "Him God raised up 
the third day, and showed him openly; not to all the people, but unto witnesses chosen 
before of God, even to us, who did eat and drink with him after he rose from the dead" 
(Ac. 10:40-41). Christians today cannot and do not "witness for Christ," but teach the 
gospel which is God's power unto salvation (Rom.1:16)! A third example of an 
unscriptural prayer is thanking the Lord for giving us the Holy Spirit to guide us into all 
truth. The Holy Spirit was sent to the apostles to guide them into all truth (Jno. 14:26; 
16:13). We are to study the scriptures that are inspired of God to know truth (2 
Tim.2:15). There are no miraculous manifestations of the Holy Spirit for Christians 
today (I Cor. 13:8-10)! 

No, all prayers are not acceptable to God! As brother Mel Futrell said, "Let us be 
careful how we pray, so that we like David can say, "The Lord hath heard my 
supplication; the Lord will receive my prayer" (Psa.6:9)! 


