
 
 

 
"I'M TOO OLD TO CHANGE"  

 

 
 
 

Several years ago, a friend related a conversation he had with a man whom, after 
several years of study, concluded that he had not obeyed the gospel. My friend's elation 
was quickly dampened when the man added, "But I'm too old to change!" He further 
elaborated that he had talked to his "Pastor" and his preacher agreed that he was too old 
to change. How tragic, both for the man who later died outside of Christ, and the preacher 
that encouraged him to remain in sin! 

This poses several questions: If the gentleman was too old to change, would this same 
logic apply to an atheist or agnostic? Was Peter concerned about how old the Jews were 
on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2)? Did he conclude, "You've been devout Jews all of your 
life and you are too old to change?" To the contrary, whether one is young or old, if they 
have followed a way that seems right, but is not right according to the Scriptures 
(Prov.14:12), they are lost in their sins! Paul says, "And to you who are troubled rest with 
us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, In flaming 
fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence 
of the Lord, and from the glory of his power" (2 Thess. 1:7-9). 

Furthermore, Paul did not believe that he was too old to obey the gospel nor did he 
believe that anyone who had followed a wrong way religiously was too old to change! His 
assessment of his former religion is summarized in Philippians 3:8, "Yea, doubtless, and 
I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: 
for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may 
win Christ." 

Congregations throughout the brotherhood have many non-Christians who have 
attended for years. They have heard thousands of sermons, and if they have really 
listened, know the truth, but have not rendered obedience to the gospel. Many excuses 
are often cited as to why they haven't been baptized, e.g. too many hypocrites, more 
faithful than the members, etc. And perhaps, like the old gentlemen, think they are too 
old to obey the gospel. Simply because one has been a member of a denomination 
practically all of their life, or nothing religiously, does not mean they are too old to 
change! 

The parable of the vineyard in Matthew 20 shows that some obeyed the gospel in their 
youth while others in their old age come into the vineyard (kingdom) to work. Whether 
one obeys the gospel in their youth, middle age, old age or very old age shows that God is 
merciful and accepts all who sincerely obey the gospel. Observe carefully the following 
verses: 
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"Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are 
to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or obedience unto righteousness. 

But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the 
heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you. 

Being then made free from sin, ye became 
the servants of righteousness." 

Romans 6:16-18. 
 Therefore, any and all who are of the age of accountability and sincerely believe and 

obey the gospel become "servants of righteousness!" 
Literally, millions of those advanced in age have repented of their sins (Acts 3:19), 

confessed Christ to be the Son of God (Acts 8:36-39), and have been immersed for the 
remission of sins (Acts 2:37-38; Acts 8:36-39). Having done that the Lord added them to 
the church wherein are the saved (Acts 2:47). 
Many would have these dear ones to believe that they have traveled too far down the road 
to change religiously, but that is not the case! No, one is never too old to change! "And 
now why tarriest thou? Arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the 
name of the Lord" (Acts 22:16). 


