
 
 

 
WHERE DOES GOD COME IN YOUR PLANS? 

 

 
 
 

There is no question but that "friendship with the world" (Jas.4:4) draws one away 
from God. If not careful, one can be so preoccupied with living and making a living, 
that they almost, if not completely, leave God out of their lives. The Lord addressed 
this very matter in Luke 12:16-21. As you read these verses, observe carefully the 
personal pronouns used by the rich man. "The ground of a certain rich man brought 
forth plentifully: And he thought within himself, saying What shall I do, because I 
have no room where to bestow my fruits? And he said, this will I do: I will pull 
down my barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my 
goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many 
years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry" (Lk. 12:17-19). Who had the rich 
man left out of his life? The answer is found in the next two verses: "But God said unto 
him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those 
things be, which thou hast provided? So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, 
and is not rich toward God" (Lk. 12:20-21). 

What about you dear reader, do you believe you need God? Where does God come 
in your plans? Are you leaving God out of your life? Do you include God in your 
families activities? 

James addresses this very matter of disregarding God, and treating Him as if He did 
not exist. As a matter of fact, He did not exist in their plans! "Go to now, ye that say, 
Today or tomorrow we will go into such a city, and continue there a year, and buy 
and sell, and get gain: Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what 
is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth 
away. For that ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall live and do this, or that. 
But now ye rejoice in your boastings: all such boasting is evil" (Jas.4:13-16). 
Previous to these instructions, James had reminded his brethren the Source of all 
blessings, "Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down 
from the Father of lights with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning" 
(Jas.1:17). It is of interest to note that Paul declared the same Source to the Athenians, 
"God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven 
and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands; Neither is worshipped with 
men's hands, as though he needed anything, seeing he giveth to all life, and breadth, 
and all things...For in him we live, and move, and have our being..."(Acts 17:24-
25,28). Let us never be so preoccupied with life that we forget God! Every day, children 
of God should: "Rejoice evermore, pray without ceasing. In every thing give thanks: 
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you" (I Thess.5:16-18). 
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We, like the early Christians, need to be reminded of the uncertainty of life. "Boast 
not thyself of tomorrow; for thou knowest not what a day may bring forth" 
(Prov.27:1). As sophisticated, educated and affluent as we might be, we simply do not 
know what will take place tomorrow, next week, a month from today, or for that 
matter, the next second! 

James reminds brethren of a fact they could not deny - the reality of death! "And as it 
is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment" (Heb.9:27). Life is 
fragile. In a twinkling of an eye, it can be snuffed out! "For what is your life? It is 
even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away" (Jas.4:14). 
Yes, man's brief existence "under the sun" is short lived at best (Pas.90:9-, 10). So, 
what then should be one's attitude toward God and life? James says, "For that ye ought 
to say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this or that" (Jas.4:15). This same attitude 
is expressed by Paul when he said, "And this will we do, if God permit" (Heb.6:3). 
Christians need to imitate the same faith, and dependence upon the Almighty! 
The expression "If the Lord will" denotes our utter dependence upon the Almighty! As 
brother Woods points out, "...the proper attitude in all of our planning for the future is 
to be mindful of the fact that 'Man proposes, but God disposes,' and that everything we 
purpose is dependent on his will. Our plans should, therefore, always be made with the 
provision that they will be carried, out, "If God will..."(Commentary on James, Guy 
N. Woods, p.250). 

Do you include God in your plans? 
 


