
 
 

CONFORMITY WILL DESTROY THE INFLUENCE & 
DISTINCTIVENESS OF THE  

LORD'S CHURCH!  

 
 
 

     The Bible plainly declares that children of God are, not to be "conformed (or 
'fashioned' ASV) to this world" (Rom. 12:2). Children of God are instructed "to keep 
himself unspotted from the world" (Jas.1:27). When a child of God becomes a friend of 
the world he has aligned himself against God. "Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye 
not that friendship of the world is enmity with God? Whosoever therefore will be a 
friend of the world is the enemy of God" (Jas.4:4). This being true of the individual 
would it not also be true regarding the church? In other words, if a congregation becomes 
worldly in its philosophy and practice it has become an enemy of God! An example of 
this is the church at Laodicea (Revelation 3:14-22). Take careful note that they were 
called upon to repent, "As many as I love, I rebuke, and chasten: be zealous therefore, 
and repent" (vs.22). 

When a congregation of the Lord's church becomes worldly in their practices they 
will eventually lose their distinctiveness as the Lord's church! Not only will they lose 
their distinctiveness they will also lose their influence! There is never an exception to 
this rule! "Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall 
it be salted? It is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden 
under foot of men" (Matt.5:13). Not only does this apply to individual Christians, but to 
a congregation of the Lord's church as well! 

Several years ago, the late Rex A. Turner, Sr. addressed the subject of A Time For 
Nonconformity In A Day Of Worldliness at the Forth Worth Christian College 
Lectures. Due to the length of the material, I have lifted some excerpts from this 
outstanding material for our careful and prayerful attention. 

"The doctrine of nonconformity applies in matters that involves righteous character, 
good morality, and godly consecration. The doctrine differentiates between loyalty and 
disloyalty, between actual commitment and pretended commitment, and between inward 
righteousness and outward righteousness. . The world is strongly influencing the church 
downward, but the church has little strength to influence the world upward. . . 
Conformity will destroy the power of any church. It will destroy the power of any 
individual Christian. It will cause men to be lost in hell. How important then is a 
consideration of those things that will develop the spirit of nonconformity within the 
hearts of the saints? Teach nonconformity...Study the lives of the world's great 
nonconformist...Noah, Daniel, Paul...Practice nonconformity...Have faith in the 
Bible...Desire to serve God..." 

Another great servant of years gone by, Franklin Camp wrote, "The appeal of the 
world has become so strong for so many in the church that we no longer want to be 
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different. The church has lost its distinctiveness. . The church has changed, she has 
trimmed her ways to try to please the world. We have learned how to preach and not 
upset the sinner nor offend the world. We have our budgets and buildings and we cannot 
afford to lose worldly ungodly members. . . ."(Christian Life, September 1979, Love 
Not the World). 

A prime example of how strong worldliness is in the hearts of brethren is when 
services are moved to a different time or shortened for the Super Bowl. If this is not 
conforming to the world, what would it take to conform to the world? Brethren need to 
be reminded frequently that recreation and entertainment are not the work of the church, 
but the work of the home! 

Far too many brethren are copying the denominational world in an effort to attract and 
keep brethren. Always remember, what draws people keeps people! Why not be satisfied 
with God's drawing power - the gospel (Rom.1:16; 2 Thess. 2:14)! 

Let us take heed brethren lest we become, "...lovers of pleasure more then lovers of 
God; having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof..."(2 Tim.3:4-5)! 
 
 


