
 
 

"PREACH THE WORD!" 
 

 

 
 
 

When a man enters the pulpit it is not "happy good time hour" or to demonstrate 
how "smart" he is, but to hide behind the cross, and to proclaim Jesus Christ and Him 
crucified (I Cor.2:2)l The seriousness of preaching can quickly be seen by reading what 
Paul wrote to the young evangelist Timothy, "I charge thee therefore before God, and 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his 
kingdom; Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort 
with all longsuffering and doctrine" (2 Tim.4:1-2). Every preacher needs to frequently 
read and continually commit himself to faithfully and fully discharge the soul-saving 
message of Christ! Absolutely nothing takes the place of preaching the glorious gospel 
of Christ! Concerning the importance of preaching, Paul said, "it pleased God by the 
foolishness of preaching to save them that believe" (I Cor. 1:21). To the Ephesians Paul 
wrote, "Wherefore I take you to record this day, that I am pure from the blood of all 
men. For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God" (Acts 20:26-27). 
When men refuse to preach needed truth, they are not pure from the blood of all men! 
While lessons are certainly needed on such subjects as God's love, grace, mercy, and 
the Home, we must not over look or refuse to preach on such subjects as: 

> The New Testament Church 
>  Marriage, Divorce and Remarriage 
> The Works of The Flesh 
> Church Discipline 
> The Sin of Instrumental Music in Worship 
>  Falling From Grace 
>  Hell 
It has been years since many congregations have heard sermons on the 

aforementioned subjects as well as lessons on immodest apparel, drinking, dancing and 
the sinfulness of denominationalism. Why? Because such preaching is considered too 
hard," and "drives people away." Such an attitude is not new. In Isaiah 30:10 the 
Scripture says, "...Prophesy not unto us right things, speak unto us smooth things, 
prophesy deceits." 

As faithful proclaimers of God's Word, preachers must not be men pleasers. 
Concerning this matter Paul said, "For do I now persuade men, or God? Or do I seek to 
please men? For if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ" (Gal. 1:10). 
Those who adjust their lessons so as to placate brethren, and are apologetic in their 
preaching are not faithful to the charge as set forth by Paul in 2 Timothy 4:1-5! 
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The text book on Who, What, How and Why of preaching is the Bible! An excellent 
example of this is found in I Thessalonians 1 and 2. Observe that the preaching of the 
gospel resulted in people turning "to God from idols to serve the living and true God" 
(1:6-9). That Paul was, ". . . bold in our God to speak unto you the gospel of God with 
much contention. For our exhortation was not of deceit, nor uncleanness, nor in guile: 
But as we were allowed of God to be put in trust with the gospel, even so we speak; not 
as pleasing men, but God, which trieth our hearts. For neither at any time used we 
flattering words, as ye know nor a cloke of covetousness; God is witness. Nor of men 
sought we glory, neither of you, nor yet of others. . ."(2:2-6). 

Preaching that leaves non-Christians and members of the church comfortable in their 
sins is not gospel preaching! For one to painstakingly avoid exposing sin of any kind is 
to abandon the role of preaching the word! Furthermore, such preaching gives false hope 
to those out of Christ! 

What the church and the world needs today is a revival of boldly and lovingly 
proclaiming the glorious gospel of Christ, God's power to salvation (Rom.1:16)! 
Preaching that deals in generalities and abstractions will not save anyone! As one writer 
so well stated, "gospel preaching should enlighten the mind, disturb the conscience, 
energize the will and stir the heart." Such preaching glorifies God and will save all who 
obey it. "Preach the word!" 
 


