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Like ancient Israel, the Lord's people in far too many places today no longer want to" 
walk in the old paths." One case of those who no longer want to abide by a "thus saith the 
Lord" is the 4th Avenue church of Christ in Frankin, Tennessee. They have put a woman 
in the pulpit with the approval of "the senior minister" Patrick Mead. This can easily be 
verified by typing in 4th Avenue church of Christ Franklin, TN adds female preaching 
intern. An actual video can be found on YouTube. Yes, brethren have publicly 
challenged brother Mead to debate this issue, but he refuses. Brother Mead argues that 
Paul wrote for the culture of his day which no longer applies to the culture of our day. 
All of which is a denial of the inspired word of God! 

When it comes to women preachers, there is no pattern found in God's word to 
support this view. As a matter of fact, the inspired Paul forbids women to speak in 
leadership positions in the assembly. "Let your women keep silence in the churches: for 
it is not permitted unto them to speak; but they are commanded to be under obedience; 
as also saith the law. And if they will learn any thing, let them ask their husbands at 
home: for it is a shame for women to speak in the church" (I Cor.14:34-35). 

In addition to I Corinthians 14:34-35, Paul wrote the following inspired words to 
Timothy. "But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority ('nor to have 
dominion' ASV) over the man, but to be in silence" (I Tim.2:12). 

In commenting on women serving as an elder, deacon and an evangelist, the 
following excerpts from Guy N. Woods are worthy of note. "It is not possible for a 
woman to qualify as an elder (I Tim.3:1-6), as a deacon (I Tim.3:12), as an 
evangelist (Titus 2:15; I Tim.2:11-12) which creates a strong presumption that it was 
not God's intention that women should be involved in the oversight of the church, nor 
actively engage in its public ministrations; there is no hint of such activity by women in 
the records of the early church; and , those instances involving public always 
specifically indicate that men not women participated (I Tim.2:8; Acts 20:7-12). . ." 
(Questions and Answers Vol.1, Guy N. woods, p.363). 

In addition to this, I Corinthians 11:3 clearly sets forth that men must be the leader in 
spiritual matters. "But I would have you know, that the head of every man is Christ; and 
the head of the woman is the man; and the head of Christ is God." In his book, God's 
Woman - Feminine Or Feminist?," p.107, brother Don McWhorter makes the 
following point concerning I Corinthians 14:34-35. "The very obvious point that must 
not be overlooked is the plain statement by an inspired apostle that, for the sake of order 
and peace in 'all the churches' a woman cannot deliver public discourses in the assembly 
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of worship because it is sinful, without spiritual authority, for gune (women) to speak in 
such a way in the assembly." 

Of course, brother Patrick Mead and all other proponents of "women preachers", 
realize that I Timothy 2:11-12 is where the battle is won or lost. Some insist that those 
verses were local in application and temporary in nature. By such "logic" one could 
state that baptism was local in application and temporary in nature or that partaking of 
the Lord's Supper every Lord's Day was local in application and temporary in nature! 
The folly of such reasoning is very evident! Clearly Paul forbids women to teach "over 
men!" 

In chapter twelve of God's Woman -Feminine Or Feminist?, p129, brother 
McWhorter discusses three very important verses from I Timothy 2: teach, authority 
and not. Properly concluding that Paul invokes his apostolic authority in saying, "I do 
not permit women to teach." 

Now that the 4th Avenue church of Christ has boldly opened the door for women 
preachers, it will be interesting to see how many follow their lead. Others like Skillman 
Avenue in Dallas have openly expanded the role of women in the public assembly, but 
have not gone as far as the 4th avenue church of Christ in Franklin, TN. 

When brethren completely reject the inspired word of God they have rejected God 
Himself (John 12:48)! The consequences of such actions is clearly spelled out in 
Scripture (Matt.7:21-23; Rom.1:19; Gal.6:7-8; 2 Thess.2:10-12)! 


