
 
 

 
HISTORY OF THE LORD'S CHURCH IN ROWLETT, TEXAS  

 

 
 

The Broadway church of Christ (Centerville Rd.) encouraged, and helped brethren to 
establish a congregation in Rowlett. Brother and Sister Paul Drum donated the, land, 
and contracted Jim Paul of Tyler, Texas to design the building. George Stover of 
Stover Steel completed the construction. The first worship service was November 16, 
1976. Because of the generosity of many brethren, the Lord's church was self-
supporting the first Sunday they started. 

Brother Otho Rogers was the first preacher. His first lesson was taken from I Peter 
1:21 and Brother David Livingston led the singing. 

On Sunday, March 6, 1977 Paul Drum, Ivan Bonham and Ned Martin were installed 
as elders. Shortly after this, the following men were installed as deacons: James 
Atchley, Gary Collins, John Hewitt, Dale Shaw, Tom Estes, David Livingston, Don 
Reagan and Raymond Sweeney. 

In introducing the church of Christ to the community, brother Rogers pointed out 
the following basic beliefs in the Rowlett newspaper. 

"According to (Luke 8:11) we find the Word of God is the seed of the Kingdom or 
Church. This being true, then if we plant only the Word of God in the hearts of men 
(Matthew 13:18-23) the Church or Kingdom will continue to spring up because seed 
produces after its own kind. This is called restoring New Testament Christianity. 

In these times there are many religious sects all claiming to be right in what they 
teach. The result is many people are confused about where to go and what to do. This 
my friends, is contrary to the Bible, consider (John 17:20-21; I Corinthians 1:10). 

There is only one kind of Seed, the Word of God, which will produce only one kind 
of offspring, the Church or Kingdom of Our Lord. Consequently we here of the Rowlett 
Church of Christ hold soundly to the fact that our only creed is Christ, our only 
authority is God's Word. Therefore, our pledge to you, our friends and neighbors - we 
will speak only where the Bible speaks, we will be silent where the Bible is silent." 

Those who have served as evangelist for the Lord's church in Rowlett are: Otho 
Rogers, Doug Carter, Claude Brown, Gary Workman, Johnny Ramsey, Marvin Weir, 
Michael Wilk and Ivie Powell the present minister. 

Through the years, the church has conducted a Spring gospel meeting the first week 
in April, and a Family Bible School the first week in August. In addition to these 
events, since 2008, the church has conducted the Rowlett Forum the first Saturday in 
October. Many well know evangelists have conducted meetings and spoken at Rowlett 
some of which are: Wayne Jackson, Dub McClish, Lynn Matheny, Bill Jackson, Kent 
Bailey, Johnny Ramsey, Mike Kiser, Jim Laws, Marvin Weir and Randall Morris. 
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One of the major events for the Lord's church in Rowlett was the 2nd Annual 
Rowlett Forum, Saturday, October 3, 2009. Brother Jack Evans and Brother Melvin 
Sapp debated whether the alien sinner is amenable to the law of Christ on "Marriage, 
Divorce & Remarriage." What made this such an outstanding event was: 1) It was a 
cooperative effort of the following congregations: Rowlett, Royce City, Fruitvale, 
Hawn Freeway and Robinson Rd. 2) A record crowd of over 300 attended the debate. 
Chairs were in the isle and people were standing in the back. 3) The outpouring of 
cooperation from the brethren at Rowlett. 4) The entire debate was streamed over the 
OABS website. 5) Since the debate, we have had numerous telephone calls, and emails 
requesting CDs of the debate. 6) Truth did prevail. Brother Sapp did an outstanding job 
in exposing error and presenting the truth on this vital subject. 

The church has been involved in local as well as foreign evangelist work as well as 
benevolence which continues to this day. Because of having solid men as the local 
evangelist and guest speakers, the Lord's church has developed a reputation for being 
very sound in the faith. May that ever be the case! Our sole objective is to follow the 
Scriptures and to be a faithful congregation of the Lord's church. The main emphasis is 
not recreation and entertainment, but the Gospel of Christ! Those of the liberal 
persuasion or agenda will not be comfortable, and need not try to change the direction of 
the Lord's church here! As in the past, so in the present, all efforts to corrupt the church 
will be met with strong, loving opposition! To Christ and the church be faithful and true 
is our unwavering stand (Jude 3)! 
 


