
 
 

 
WHY MANY DO NOT ACCEPT THE ONE WAY! 

 
 

Jesus said, "I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but 
by me" (John 14:6). Every sincere, diligent student of God's word often wonders why 
many cannot see that there is only one plan of salvation.  Many, unfortunately, do not 
believe there is only one plan. Their philosophy is that as long as one is honest and 
sincere, God will accept whatever the individual determines is right. Of course, if this is 
true, there is no one exclusive way to heaven, and man's salvation is left up to his 
discretion.  However, a study of Acts 2:38 proves there is only one plan of salvation. As 
a matter of fact, Paul stresses the importance of obeying the gospel, and sets forth what 
will happen to those who do not obey the gospel.  
     "And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from 
heaven with his mighty angels, In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not 
God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall be punished with 
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power" 
(2 Thess.1:7-9). Another reason why many do not accept the one plan of salvation is due 
to the fact they study any and everything except the Bible.  Still others have blinded 
themselves to the truth due to prejudice.   Then there are those who re-define terms to 
justify their false doctrines.    Case in point would be the Greek preposition eis ("for") in 
Acts 2:38.   In an effort to "prove" that baptism is not essential to one's salvation, many 
will define eis as "because of," and conclude that one is baptized because his sins have 
already been forgiven at the point of faith and faith alone. However, a proper study of the 
Greek word eis, in regards to the point of being forgiven of sins, shows that one is 
immersed in order to receive the remission of sins!   Jesus said of His blood, "For this is 
my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins" 
(Mat.26:28). Take note, please, that the identical Greek word eis is used in Matthew 
26:28 as in Acts 2:38.   Question: "Did Jesus shed His blood because man's sins had 
already been forgiven or in order to receive forgiveness?"   And so it is regarding 
baptism, one is immersed in order to receive the forgiveness of sins! In addition to this, 
every creditable Greek grammarian translates eis "into, to, toward, and "for the 
remission of sins!" 

Another major reason why many do not accept the one way is a failure to distinguish 
between the old and the new testament. The very fact that many bring up the thief on the 
cross as an example of conversion clearly demonstrates this fact! The thief on the cross 
lived and died under the old economy or covenant. When Christ died on the cross the old 
law was taken away (Col.2:14). The Hebrew writer informs us that Christ "is the 
mediator of the new testament" (Heb.9:15). Therefore, one's salvation is dependent 
upon obeying the commandments in the new covenant or testament dispensation. 
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Others do not accept the one plan of salvation because they do not study the Bible in 
context. An example of this is for one to take Acts 8:22 where Peter told Simon to 
"Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God if perhaps the thought of thine 
heart may be forgiven thee," to support the false doctrine of praying through for 
salvation. This is a prime example of lifting a passage out of its context in an attempt to 
"prove" one's position! The fact is, Simon had already obeyed the gospel (Acts 8:12-13), 
and sinned when he tried to buy the miraculous power of the apostles (Acts 8:14-19). 
Peter then told Simon who had sinned after obeying the gospel to "Repent therefore of this 
thy wickedness, and pray God if perhaps the thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee" 
(Acts 8:22). No where in the Bible can one find where an alien sinner was told to pray 
through for salvation! 

Yes, there is one and only one way or plan of salvation, and all accountable people 
must obey that plan or be eternally lost (Mat.7:21)! My friend, have you accepted the one 
way? 
 
 


