
 
 

 

WHAT ABOUT BAPTISM FOR THE DEAD? 
 

 
Among the many false doctrines the Mormon church teaches is that baptism can be 

administered on behalf of the dead. To support this, I Corinthians 15:29 is cited, "For 
what shall they do which are baptized for the dead, if the dead rise not at all? why are 
they then baptized for the dead?"A fundamental rule of hermeneutics (interpretation of 
Scripture) is that any doctrine which conflicts with the Word of God is false, and 
should be immediately be rejected. This certainly is the case regarding the Mormon's 
false interpretation of baptizing for the dead! 

A study of Scripture reveals that God's plan of salvation is to be administered only to 
those who are able to hear the Gospel (Mk.16:15-16; Rom. 10:13-17), believe Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God (Jno.8:24), repent of sins (Lk.13:3), and be immersed "for the 
remission of sins" (Acts 2:38). 

One should also take into account that obedience to the Gospel is an individual 
matter! "And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all 
them that obey him" (Heb.5:9). Observe carefully the personal pronouns in the 
following passages. To emphasize this, I have put each personal pronoun in bold type. 

"Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye 
are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness. But 
God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that 
form of doctrine which was delivered you. Being then made free from sin, ye became 
the servants of righteousness." Yes, obedience to the gospel is an individual matter! 

Again, any doctrine that contradicts the Word of God, and implies false doctrine is to 
be immediately rejected! In light of the Mormons teaching on baptizing for the dead, 
consider the following. A devout atheist dies. Can a relative (A Mormon) who believes 
and teaches the doctrine of baptizing for the dead be baptized in their behalf? If 
someone responds, "One can only be baptized for a believer in Christ." That reply does 
not support their false doctrine. For if one can be baptized for a believer in Christ, then 
by the same token why can't they believe in Christ for the atheist? 

Beloved, the Bible does not teach obedience by proxy! One cannot with biblical 
authority substitute themselves in the place of anyone's obedience to the Gospel! 

Furthermore, every convert in the New Testament was alive upon their baptism! One 
among many examples of conversion is found in Acts 8:12, "But when they believed 
Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus 
Christ, they were baptized both men and women." Also, there is NOT one Bible example 
of anyone being baptized for the dead! In addition to this, read carefully what Paul wrote 
regarding those who did not obey the gospel in this life 

"And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from 
heaven with his mighty angels, In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that obey not 
the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction 
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from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power" (2 Thess.1:7-9). 
Without question, this proves if one does not obey the Gospel there is no second 
chance after death! 

The fact is every New Testament convert was dead in sin (Rom.3:23; Eph.2:1), and 
upon their obedience to the gospel were made free from sin (I Pet.1:22). So, what then is 
the meaning of "baptized for the dead?" Brother Guy N. Woods has well summed up the 
meaning of this troublesome passage as follows: 

"I Cor. 15:29, therefore, is illustrative, in the setting in which it appears; and, the 
lesson it teaches resulted from the clear perception which the Corinthians already had 
regarding baptism. If we will remember that the subject being considered was the 
resurrection of the body -and not baptism - and that baptism was introduced to explain 
the resurrection - and not baptism - all difficulties will disappear." (Guy N. Woods, 
Questions And Answers: Open Forum, Vol.1, p.116). 

In the final analysis, whether intended or not, those who advocate baptism for the 
dead encourage people to live a wicked life, die in sin with the view that a loved one can 
be baptized for them, and heaven will be their eternal home! This false doctrine is truly a 
perversion of the Sacred text, and stands under God's condemnation, as well as 
Mormonism itself (Gal.1:6-9Rev.22:18-19)! 


