
 
 

THE KEY IS PREPARATION 
 

 

 
 

One of the most difficult contests in the world is the Ironman World Championship held 
each year in Kailua-Kona, Hawaii. The contest consists of a 2.4 mile swim, 112 mile bicycle 
ride and a marathon (26.2) run without a break between each event. Participants range from 18 
- 80+ years. Competitors have 17 hours to finish the race. Needless to say, preparation is the 
key in completing this race. Not only is this true regarding any athletic endeavor, it is also true 
in all of life pursuits! The same is true when one considers heaven. Paul's reference to the 
Greek games points out the necessity of completing the race so as to inherit heaven. 

"Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that 
ye may obtain. And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now 
they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible. I therefore so run, not as one 
that beateth the air; but I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection; lest that by any 
means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway" (I Cor.9:24-27). 

In Matthew 25 there is related the parable of the ten virgins. Why were five virgins called 
"foolish" (Matt. 25:2) and not permitted to enter the marriage feast? Because they had not 
made adequate preparation, "They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with 
them" (Matt.25:3). The Lord then relates the consequences of being unprepared: 

"While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept. And at midnight there was a 
cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him. Then all those virgins 
arose, and trimmed their lamps. And the foolish said unto the wise, give us of your oil; for our 
lamps are gone out. But the wise answered, saying, not so; lest there be not enough for us and 
you: but go ye rather to them that sell and buy for yourselves. And while they went to buy the 
bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with him to the marriage: and the door 
was shut. Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us. But he 
answered and said, verily I say unto you. I know you not. Watch therefore, for ye know 
neither the day nor the hour where in the Son of man cometh" (Matt.25:5-13). 

Jesus drove home the lesson to those Jews that by rejecting Him as the Messiah, "the door 
was shut" to heaven for them! Those who criticize the wise virgins for not lending their oil to 
the foolish virgins miss entirely the lesson; that being the need for preparation! 

In Acts 1:9-11 is recorded a promise that was given 2,000 years ago, that Christ would 
return again (Acts 1:9-11). No one knows when the Lord will return, "But of that day and that 
hour knoweth no man, no not the angels which are in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father 
(Mk. 13:32). Again the Lord presses the point of being prepared when he said: 

"Take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye know not when the time is. For the Son of man is as 
a man taking a far journey, who left his house, and gave authority to his servants, and to every 
man his work, and commanded the porter to watch. Watch ye therefore: for ye know not 
when the master of the house cometh, at even, or at midnight, or at the cockcrowing, or in the 
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morning: Lest coming suddenly he find you sleeping. And what I say unto you I say unto all, 
Watch" (Mk. 13:33-37). 

As in the case of the five foolish virgins, many brethren are not making adequate 
preparation for the Lord's return. Some seldom if ever assemble with the saints. Others 
assemble but are not using their talents. Then there are those who are full of envy, covetous, 
gossip and are very worldly. As shocking as it might be, included in this list, would be many 
preachers who "bite and devour" faithful brethren, and elders who are not faithful in their 
watch. 

Being prepared includes a self examination (2 Cor. 13:5), and making any and all 
corrections! 

Beloved, are you in a state of "watchfulness?" Are you preparing day-by-day for the Lord's 
return? Remember, when the Lord comes the "door" will be shut (Matt.25:10), and opportunity 
to make proper preparation will be no more! 
 


