
 
 

RESPECT FOR GOD & BIBLICAL AUTHORITY! 
 

 

 
 

In the February 1992 issue of the Gospel Advocate, the late Furman Kearley then 
editor wrote, "This issue of the Advocate contains articles focusing on signs of 
apostasy among us." Two articles in that issue that especially bear upon our study 
are; The New Hermeneutic - A Sign Of Apostasy? , Howard W. Norton and Are We 
Following In The Footsteps Of The Christian Church? Earl I. West. 

Brother Norton pointed out: "Until recently, there was a large concensus among 
Bible scholars within churches of Christ that we could make application of the ancient 
message to our day through the use of (1) divine commands, (2) approved apostolic 
examples and (3) necessary inference." After proving that the three approaches were 
approved by the apostles and Christ, brother Norton then made the following 
observation regarding the so-called New Hermeneutic: 

"First, advocates of the new hermeneutic believe that there is no divine standard 
for determining the hermeneutic we should use." [ If there is no "divine standard" for 
determining how we should interpret Scripture,] "Then every man's opinion on a 
biblical text becomes as valid as the next one's. Such an approach to Scripture is 
unacceptable. . .Let us imitate Jesus and the apostles. If we follow their example, our 
hermeneutic is firmly rooted in divine precedent and is not just a system we picked 
from a grab bag." 

Brother West introduces his readers to the following question. "Is there an element 
among us that wants to settle doctrinal practices by cultural and social considerations 
rather than by the Bible?" He then proceeds to set forth how the Disciples of Christ 
departed from the Bible. As for the modern day Disciples of Christ, brother West 
points out, "In the century that has passed ...the Disciples of Christ have shown no 
deepening of respect for the Scriptures nor any increase in their willingness to be 
guided by God's inspired Word." His concluding question was truly prophetic: "Is 
there an invisible force pulling us into the same vortex which the Disciples have 
pursued for the past century? God forbid!" 

It has been twenty-two years since the Gospel Advocate came out boldly declaring 
the apostasy that is taking place in the Lord's church. Every doctrinal problem the 
church faces can be traced back to the area of Biblical authority! It has become 
common place to hear of congregations of the Lord's church using instrumental music. 
To defend this practice, the elders make a statement along this line, "Therefore, after 
much prayer and deliberation, we have concluded that instrument music in New 
Testament worship is not a fellowship issues." Beloved, if the use of instrumental 
music in Christian worship is not a fellowship issue then it must be authorized of the 
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Lord. Where then is the biblical authority? However, since there is absolutely no 
biblical authority for its use in Christian worship, it is a fellowship issue! 

As for the so-called "New Hermeneutic," it is simply an old attempt to justify sinful 
practices such as instrumental music in worship, unscriptural divorces and 
remarriages, etc. By the way, it is very interesting that advocates of this philosophy 
cannot agree among themselves what constitutes the new and better way of interpreting 
scripture! 

Friends, we are to do only that which is authorized of the Lord, "And whatsoever ye 
do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the 
Father by him"(Col.3:17). Since there is no direct command, approved Bible example 
or necessary inference of instrumental music in Christian worship, its use is without 
heaven's approval and is therefore sinful! For one to introduce that which is without 
biblical authorization is to go beyond the teaching of the Lord! "Whosoever 
transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth 
in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son" (2 John 9). 

A refusal to respect the authority of the Scriptures is a refusal to respect God who is 
the Source of Scripture (2 Tim.3:16-17; Jno.12:48)! 
 


