
 

“WHY SECULARIZE THE CHURCH”  

 
 

 
 
 
 

That there is a tendency in many churches to secularize the church—to remove religious 
activities and institute social and civil—is undeniable. A writer in another publication says: 

‘‘The secularization of life is a world-wide trend characteristic of our age. It is a menace even 
to the church: Secularism has banished religion from our educational institutions and from our 
political life. It is busy destroying the religious foundation of many American homes. It has 
even invaded many churches, so that many of them have no message for lost souls, no 
interest in real missionary work, and no concern for the spiritual life of their members. 
Such churches have no other program than social service, civic righteousness, the promotion of 
racial equality, and the pursuit of international peace. 

‘‘They exist only to make the world a better place to live in. They have become mere publicity 
agents for health crusades, public safety campaigns, and other humanitarian movements. Men 
have lost sight of the fact that the church is from above, not from below; heavenly, not 
earthly; that only the supernatural forces of divine grace have called it into being and can keep 
it in being. The secularized_ church cannot be identified with the Jerusalem which is above. It 
is of the world, and worldly. It has spurned its birthright, and though a beehive of social 
activity, is on the way to becoming a spiritual corpse. We can see the Lord standing beside 
her and exclaiming: 'Ichabod, thy glory is departed/" 

Occasionally we find a few among the uninformed who think the church of Christ 
should "become like the nations about them" (I Sam. 8), and employ unscriptural methods 
in drawing the multitudes. The church of the Lord, revealed in the New Testament, was 
instituted to the glory of God and to the saving of souls of men (Eph .3:21). When the church 
departs from this purpose it has no Scriptural right to exist, or call upon God in any way. 

There is only one way to draw souls to God and save them, that is teach them the word of 
God. The Gospel is God's power unto salvation (Rom. 1:16). Jesus said: "No man can come to 
me, except the Father which sent me draw him, and I will raise him up at the last day. As it is 
written in the prophets, And they shall all be taught of God. Every man therefore that hath 
heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh to me" (John 6:44-45). In the Great Commission 
Jesus said: "Go ye therefore, and teach all nations" (Matt. 28:20). "Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the gospel to every creature" (Mark 16:15). 

Then when one has learned the terms of pardon as given in the New Testament, he must obey 
from the heart that form of doctrine by which he is made free from sin (Rom. 6:17-18). That is, he 
is to obey knowingly and intelligently what the Lord and apostles taught. The facts of 
doctrine are the death, burial and resurrection of Christ (1 Cor. 15:1-4). A form of that doctrine 
is found in Romans 6:1-5. When one comes to believe in Christ as God's Son (John 8:24), he is 
called upon to die to the practice of sin through repentance (Acts 17:30), and upon confession 
of his faith in Christ (Acts 8:37; Matt. 10:32), he is to be buried with Christ in baptism, and raised 

 
 

 

 



to walk in new life. So, in the burial of baptism he is in the likeness of Christ's burial and resur-
rection (Rom. 6:3-5). 
A church of ten members who has done this is far more pleasing to God than-one of ten thousand 

that has become secularized and is content with no more than social and civil activities.  Do not 
look for the preacher to advocate anything of the sort; but only that which is revealed and 
authorized in God’s word. –R. J. H. 

(NOTE: This article was originally written March 13,1949, and is reproduced here. As far as 
secularizing the church is concerned, it is much more applicable to churches today than then. Far 
and wide, it is found that more and more churches are leaving the word of God and going 
after things that please the palate and tickle the ears. Bible study hours are turned into social 
hours complete with coffee and doughnuts. Some are using clowns in full costume to draw 
crowds. And they do, but not unto salvation. 
On the way to mid-week service we passed a church that had nets stretched and a host of 

young people playing volleyball. They were dressed for athletic activities, and it was about time 
to go inside. Likely if there had not been this activity, few would have been there. It was not a 
church of Christ, but too many of our brethren are falling into the practice of drawing through 
entertainment, rather than through gospel preaching. 
Too many of us are leaving the simple gospel of Christ and resorting to means and methods that 

are not in any wise pleasing to God, and will not save a soul, nor strengthen the church 
spiritually. Anyone who says we need a new gospel for this age is demented.—R.J.H.) 
 


