
 
 

 
RECAPTURING THE LOVE, AND BOLDNESS OF THE 

APOSTLES 

 
 
 

Without question, a diligent study of the book of Acts is one of the greatest needs in 
the church today. One cannot help but be amazed and thrilled at the reception of the 
gospel in the first century. On the day of Pentecost about 3,000 obeyed the gospel (Acts 
2:37-41). In Acts 4:4 we read of about 5,000 men obeying the gospel. In Acts 5:14 
multitudes both men and women were obedient unto the gospel. Turning to Acts 6:7 
there was a great reception to the gospel so much so that Luke records, "And the word 
of God increased; and the number of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; and a 
great company of the priests were obedient to the faith" (Acts 6:7). 

No doubt, there was "joy unspeakable" on the part of the apostles to witness such 
marvelous reception to the glorious gospel of Christ, God's power unto salvation 
(Rom.1:16). Bear in mind, there is always great joy in the heart when one obeys the 
gospel. One such case is found in Acts 8 where the eunuch "went on his way rejoicing" 
(Acts 8:39) after being baptized "for the remission of sins" (Acts 2:38). One can see in 
their "mind's eye" the outpouring of joy on the part of thousands when they were "made 
free from sin" (Rom.6:18). Such outpouring to the gospel did not go unnoticed by Satan 
and his cohorts. In commenting on this, McGarvey wrote: 

"But just at this moment of hope and joy the calm was followed by a storm. . This 
sudden disturbance of the interested audience by a body of armed men rushing through 
their midst and seizing Peter and John, was a very bold and startling movement on the 
part of the unbelievers" (New Commentary on Acts Of The Apostles, J.W. 
McGarvey, pp.66-67). 

The reason Peter and John were brought before the "rulers, and elders, and scribes" 
(Acts 4:5) is because the Sadducees were "Being grieved that they taught the people, 
and preached through Jesus the resurrection from the dead" (Acts 4:2). After spending 
the night under guard, Peter and John were called before the Sanhedrin, which was the 
high court of the Jews, and were asked, "By what power, or by what name have ye 
done this" (Acts 4:7). Without hesitation, "Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit" (Acts 4:8) 
boldly proclaimed, "Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the 
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead, 
even by him doth is man stand here before you whole. This is the stone which was set at 
naught of you builders, which is become the head of the corner. Neither is there 
salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, 
where by we must be saved" (Acts 4:10-12). 

No doubt, "Annas, the high priest, and Caiaphas, and John, and Alexander, and as 
many as were of the kindred of the high priest..."(Acts 4:6) knew that most men when 
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brought before the Sanhedrin were greatly intimidated and fearful. So, when Peter made 
their defense, the reaction of the court was described by Luke, "Now when they saw the 
boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were unlearned and ignorant men, 
they marveled; and they took knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus" (Acts 
4:13). Not being able to deny the miracle (Acts 4:16), they "...commanded them not to 
speak at all nor teach in the name of Jesus. But Peter and John answered and said unto 
them, whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto you more than unto God, 
judge ye. For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard" (Acts 4:18-
20). 

After being released, Peter and John "went to their own company and reported all that 
the chief priests and elders had said unto them. And when they heard that, they lifted up 
their voice to God with one accord, and said, Lord, thou art God, which hast made 
heaven, and earth, and the sea, and ail that in them is. . ."(Acts 4:23-24). 

From Acts 2-4 thousands obeyed the gospel. It is at this point (Acts 4) open 
opposition to the cause of Christ began. Such opposition did not slow down or stop the 
Apostles in proclaiming "Jesus Christ, and him crucified" (I Cor.2:2). The love for lost 
souls and zeal in spreading the gospel is captured by Paul in Colossians 1:23 when he 
said that the gospel had been "preached to every creature which is under heaven" (Col. 
1:23). 

When brethren today have the same love for lost souls, they too will be zealous in 
proclaiming and defending the glorious gospel of Christ! 
 
 


