
 
 

 
ARE YOU READY FOR THAT DAY?  

 

 
 
 

One of the favorite songs of the saints has and continues to be There's a Great 
Day Coming. The song consists of three stanzas, each built upon a progressive 
thought: "There's a great day coming...There's a bright day coming...There's a sad 
day coming." At the end of each stanza a recurring question is asked "Are you ready?" 
Ending with "Are you ready for the judgment day?" My friend, are you ready for the 
judgment day? When is the last time you thought about the second coming of Christ 
and the judgment to come? When you look up at the clouds, does it cross your 
thoughts, "This could be the day Christ will come in the clouds (Rev.1:7)?" 

In Matthew 25 there is related the parable of the ten virgins. "Then shall the 
kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took their lamps, and went 
forth to meet the bridegroom. And five of them were wise, and five were foolish" 
(Matt.25:1-2). Why were five virgins called "foolish," and not permitted to enter the 
marriage feast? Because they had not made adequate preparation! "They that were 
foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with them" (Matt.25:3). The rest of the 
parable is as follows: "But the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. While 
the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept. And at midnight there was a 
cry made, Behold the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him. Then all those 
virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps. And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us 
of your oil; for our lamps are gone out. But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest 
there be not enough for us and you: but go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for 
yourselves. And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were 
ready went in with him to the marriage: and the door was shut. Afterward came also 
the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us. But he answered and said, Verily I 
say unto you, I know you not. Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the 
hour wherein the Son of man cometh" (Matt.25:4-13). 

The background of the parable is found in Matthew 24 when the disciples asked the 
Lord three questions, one of which dealt with the second return of Christ. When the 
Lord said, "Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins. . 
.(Matt.25:1), the word "Then" is having reference to what He had been discussing, that 
being His return. 
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The parable concludes with the following warning, "Watch therefore, for ye know 
neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh" (Matt.25:13). The key 
word in verse 13 is "Watch." It is having reference to being alert, vigilant, prepared! 
Other passages employing alertness, vigilance and preparation are: 

"Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour 
your Lord doth come" (Matt.24:42). 

"Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is 
willing, but the flesh is weak" (Mat.26:41). 

"Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years I ceased not to 
warn every one night and day with tears" (Acts 20:31). 

"Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong": (I Cor. 16:13). 

"Therefore, let us not sleep, as do others; But let us watch and be sober" (I 
Thess.5:6). 

Beloved, are you prepared for the Lord's return? No, we do not know when Christ will 
return (Mk.13:32), but we do know He really is coming again (Acts 1:9-11)! Every day 
Christians should be so living that they are prepared for His return! Far too many have 
become lethargic, drowsy, and no longer interested or excited about the second coming 
of Christ, the savior of the world. Again, I ask, "Are you prepared for Christ's return and 
the day of judgment?" If not a Christian, obey the gospel as did they on the day of 
Pentecost (Acts 2:37-38). If an unfaithful child of God be restored (Jas.5:19-20). One 
day the opportunity for preparation will cease, and the door of heaven will be shut! 


