
 
 

 
"RESTORE SUCH A ONE" 

 

 
 

If there is any question as to whether a child of God sins, it is quickly dispelled by the 
inspired James. In James 1:12-16, James points out that children of God do sin. In James 
2:1-9, James pointedly states brethren sin when they have respect of persons. The entire 
third chapter of James is devoted to the misuse of the tongue the fruits of which are "earth 
sensual, devilish" (James 3:15b). In the fourth chapter, without hesitation, James tells 
them, "whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God" 
(James 4:4). Furthermore, the child of God "that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to 
him it is sin" (James 4:17). 

As James closes his letter he addresses the matter of a Christian who errs, wanders, or is 
led away from the truth. "Brethren, if any of you do err from the truth, and one convert 
him; Let him know, that he which converteth the sinner from the error of his way shall 
save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of sin" (James 5:19-20). There is no 
doubt but that children of God who err, wander, or are led away from the truth, sin! John 
writes, "If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us" (I 
John 1:8). The question that naturally arises is, can a child of God so sin as to lose his 
immortal soul? Those who subscribe to the doctrine of once saved, always saved; believe it 
is impossible for a child of God to fall away and to be eternally lost. J.W. Roberts's 
comments on James 5:19-20 proves that the doctrine of once saved, always saved, is 
totally false. 

"...There are those who think that one cannot so sin as to be in danger of death if he is 
once saved.  But this is Calvinism and not the teaching of the gospel.   One could not err 
from the truth unless he had been in it; the death from which he would be saved, if one 
convert him, must certainly be eternal death. An old debater once said that James 5:19-20 
was the strongest passage in the New Testament on the possibility of apostasy." 
(Commentary on James, J.W. Roberts, p.227) 

Not only does James point out that one can "err from the truth," he also shows we are 
our brother's keeper, when he wrote, "and one convert him" (James 5:19b). Therefore, it 
is the duty of the church to "...leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go 
after that which is lost, until he find it" (Luke 15:4b)! A careful reading of Galatians 6:1 
is an excellent commentary on what spiritual minded brethren do. "Brethren, if a man be 
overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of 
meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted." 

James stresses the urgency of restoring or converting the erring child of God when he 
writes, "Let him know, that he which converteth the sinner from the error of his way 
shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins" (James 5:20). The 
death that he speaks of is none other than the same death that John writes about in the book 
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of Revelation. "And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second 
death. And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of 
fire" (Revelation 20:14-15). Jude, like James, gives a vivid picture of restoring those in 
error when he wrote of "pulling" or ('snatching' ASV) "them out of the fire...” (Jude 23). 

In I Timothy 4:2, Paul speaks of those who, "...having their conscience seared 
('branded' ASV) with a hot iron." That which has caused the conscience to be "seared" or 
"branded" is sin. That a child of God can reach the point where they are so hardened by sin 
that it is impossible to pull, or snatch them from the direction they have chosen is clearly set 
forth in these and numerous other passages. Furthermore, the Hebrew writer discusses this 
very issue when he wrote, "For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and 
have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Spirit. And have 
tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the world to come, If they shall fall away to 
renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, 
and put him to an open shame" (Hebrews 6:4-6). 

It is truly heart breaking to see so many who have drifted from the Lord! It is equally 
disturbing to see brethren who are not that concerned about those who have become 
unfaithful! God forbid that we become like the priest and Levite by seeing what is taking 
place and pass by on the other side (Luke 10:30-32)! 

Let us fervently pray for those who have drifted away from the Lord. In addition to this, 
let us make a concentrated effort to "restore such a one in the spirit of meekness" and in so 
doing we "shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins." 
 


