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John in the book of Revelation wrote, "And I saw the dead, small and great, stand 
before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the 
book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the 
books, according to their works" (Rev.20:12). From this verse we learn of "the book 
of life." The general consensus of conservative commentators believe that the "books" 
are a reference to God's record of people's lives. Specifically, the "book of life" 
contains God's roll of the faithful. Paul references this book in Philippians 4:3, "And I 
intreat thee also, true yokefellow, help those women which labored with me in the 
gospel, with Clement also, and with other my fellow labourers, whose names are in the 
book of life." 

John further informs us that only those whose names are "in the Lamb's book of 
life" (Rev.21:27) will enter into heaven. The question that quickly comes to mind is, 
"How does one get his name in "the book of life?" All accountable people that are out 
of Christ are "dead in trespasses and sins" (Eph.2:1). When one obeys the gospel (Acts 
2:37-38), the Lord adds them to the church (Acts 2:47) which is another way of saying, 
their "names are in the book of life" (Phil.4:3). 

Homer Hailey, in commenting on "the books" wrote: "The books symbolize the 
divine record of the lives and deeds of all who have lived. Pieters has well expressed it: 
"The books evidently stand for the omniscience of God the judge, to whom nothing is 
unknown, and by whom nothing is forgotten" (p.313), except what He wills to forget 
(Heb.8:12)." (Homer Hailey, Revelation An Introduction and Commentary, 
p.401). 

By the time you read this article, we will have already entered into a new year - the 
year 2014. Each individual's journey of life has, and continues to be recorded in their 
"book of life" until their death. The "book of life" is your "autobiography" that God 
has recorded. No mistakes, no misprints, no embellishing, just the facts as witnessed 
by the all seeing eye of Almighty God. 

"The eyes of Jehovah are in every place, keeping watch upon the evil and the 
good" (Prov. 15:3). 

"Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in his sight: but all things are 
naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do" (Heb.4:13). 
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Yes, by the grace of God, we have been given a brand new year. We are already in the 
5th day of 2014. Have you resolved to be "about the Father's business" more than in 
times past? Today is the "tomorrow" many have talked about! Tomorrow I will obey 
the gospel. Tomorrow I will be restored. Tomorrow I will be more involved in the 
Lord's work. Yet, with far too many tomorrow never comes! 

Are you a Christian? Will your "book of life" have recorded your obedience to the 
gospel this 5th day of January 2014? If a Christian, are you faithful? If an unfaithful 
Christian will there be a recording of your restoration today, January 5, 2014? 

One day, my friend, our journey of life will come to an end. For some it will have 
already transpired. For others it will be sooner than they expect. Without question, all 
will "walk through the valley of the shadow of death" (Psa.23:4). The faithful will not 
walk alone, for God will be with them every step of the way, ""I will never leave thee, 
nor forsake thee" (Heb.13:5). When Lazarus died the Bible says, "And it came to pass 
that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom, the rich man 
also died, and was buried" (Lk. 16:22). They, like millions before them, await the 
resurrection and judgment. "Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all 
that are in the graves shall hear his voice, And shall come forth; they that have done 
good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil unto the resurrection of 
damnation" (Jno.5:28-29). 

As you reflect upon your journal of life ("book of life") seriously consider the first 
stanza of Into Our Hands. 

"Swiftly we're turning life's daily pages, 
Swiftly the hours are changing to years; 
How are we using God's golden moments? 
Shall we reap glory? Shall we reap tears?" 

Friend, what will your life's journal reveal? 
 


