
 
 

 

THE CLOSING Of 2013 

 
 

This is the last bulletin for the year 2013. It matters not how many times we 
conclude a year we are always impressed with the flight of time. The psalmist declared, 
"The days of our years are fourscore years, yet is their strength labour and sorrow for it 
is soon cut off, and we fly away" (Psalms 90:10).My how the years "fly away!" It was 
just yesterday, so it seems, that we were. . ." The completion of that sentence brings 
many things to flow from memories depository. Each of us by instant reflection can 
recall both the joys as well as the pains of years gone by. The flight of time brings to 
realization man's mortality and the judgment to come! "And as it is appointed unto men 
once to die but after this the judgment" (Hebrews 9:27). 

As 2013 comes to a close, please give serious consideration to some excerpts from 
an article by the late Cleon Lyles. 

GOD GAVE ME A YEAR 
It is about over now. Only five days remain of the year God gave me. . The year God 

gave had fifty-two Sundays in it. The Lord expected me to worship Him every one of 
those Sundays. . .Each of those Sundays had a time set aside for Bible Study. . .What I 
did with those hours has also been done and nothing can change it. I will either look 
back with regret because I failed my Lord, or with pleasure knowing I was always 
present when the saints met for study or worship. 

The year God gave me had 365 days in it. Each day 24 hours. Thus the year brought 
me 8,760 hours. About 2,080 of those hours spent making a living for the physical 
body. About 2,920 of those hours were spent in needed rest. That left me 3,760 hours 
that I used as I desired . . . Many souls died in each hour without Christ. Some of them 
were people I knew and could have helped . . . I could have done much to make the 
church stronger. I could have strengthened saints who had grown weak. I could have 
ministered to those who were suffering. I had the time and the opportunities. What I did 
with those hours has been done. It is too late to make any changes. 

The year God gave me brought me a certain amount of money. Most, if not all of it, 
has been spent. Some of it may be laid up in a savings account. What I did with all that 
money has been done. If I used it wisely, and gave the Lord what I should have given, it 
has brought me many 
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blessings. . .All I can do is stand on the graves of my opportunities and wish I had been 
more faithful, or stand at the end of the year and be glad I did what God wanted me to do 
with what He gave me. 

Yes, God gave me a year and now it is gone. I wonder if He will, give me another. Is 
it possible that He, in looking back over the year He gave me, will withhold from me 
another year because I made such a mess out of the last one? Only time will tell, but if 
God gives me another, regardless of how well I did with the last one, I hope to do better 
with the new one. If He gives it to me, twelve months from now I will look back over it 
with either joy or regret. 

This is indeed a very sobering article, and one which should create within every child 
of God the determination of, "Redeeming the time because the days are evil" (Ephesians 
5:16). The ASV 1901 of Ephesians 5:16 reads as follows: "Buying up the opportunity 
because the days are evil." Though we look back with regret over the things we failed to 
do, as a child of God we can repent, ask God to forgive us (I John 1:9), and like Paul say, 
"Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended; but this one thing I do, forgetting 
those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before. I 
press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus" 
(Philippians 4:13-14)! 

Turning again to Psalm 100, observe please verse twelve, "So teach us to number our 
days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom." Both the word of God and the 
mortality of man should cause God's children to "Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and 
his righteousness. . ."(Matt.6:33). 
One day, my friend, there will be no "New Year," and then what???  While you   have 
time and opportunity obey the gospel TODAY! If you need to be restored let this be the 
day of "new beginnings!" ". . . behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day 
of salvation." 
 


