
 
 

CHRISTMAS 
 

 
Christmas means different things to different people. To some it is a great financial 

opportunity. For others the Christmas season is a time of indulging in the "works of the 
flesh" (Gal.5:19-21). Of course, to children, Christmas means singing Jingle Bells, 
Frosty the Snowman, going to Mema and Papa's house, cookies, cakes, pies, turkey with 
all the fixings and of course gifts, gifts and more gifts. To the religious world, 
Christmas, is celebrating the birth of Christ, big theatrical productions, nativity, scenes 
and banquets. It is a time for large crowds when many make their annual pilgrimage for 
"Christmas Sunday." 

Several years ago, a denominational "pastor" in Springfield, Missouri said, "God 
sent His Son into the world, and that is what Christmas is all about." Really? As one 
searches the pages of God's inspired word he searches in vain to find the word 
Christmas. The word Christmas is derived from two words "Christ" and "mass" 
meaning the Mass of Christ which has its origin in Catholicism. 

During this time of the year, one hardly turns on the television or listens to the radio 
without hearing, "Let's put Christ back in Christmas." The truth is, my friend, Christ 
has never been in Christmas! The Encyclopedia Britannica (Vol.5, p.641) gives the 
following information regarding Christmas: 

"Christmas was not among the earliest festivals of the Church, and before 
the 5th century there was no general consensus of opinion as to when it 
should come in the calendar, whether on January 7, March 25 or 
December 25." 

Since the Bible has absolutely nothing to say about December 25th as the birth date of 
Christ, to set it aside as a so-called "holy day" is to act without divine approval 
(Col.3:17)! Bear in mind, God "hath given unto us all things that pertain to life and 
godliness. . ." (2 Pet.1:3). If God had wanted us to know the exact date of Christ's birth 
He would have given us that information! Furthermore, the Bible specifically condemns 
setting aside special "holy" days. "Ye observe days, and months, and times, and years. I 
am afraid of you, lest I have bestowed upon you labor in vain" (Gal.4:10-11). 

A typical response from many members of the church is, "I understand what you are 
saying, but I don't see anything wrong with celebrating the birth of Christ on December 
25th. Such a response reveals not only a lack of study and respect for biblical authority 
(Col.3:17), but a defiant attitude toward God and His inspired word. We are "not to go 
beyond the things which are written (I Cor.4:6) to do so is sinful (Gal.1:6-9; 
Rev.22:18-19). 

In an outstanding article on Christmas, Brother Ben Vick, made the 
following observation:  
"The way men view the birth of Christ is a microcosm of the way they look at 
religion in general.  If all would simply come and stand upon what the Bible 
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says regarding the birth of Christ, there would be no division. But men are not 
satisfied with what the Bible says on this subject, or any other for that matter. 
We are not divided on what is in the Bible, but we are divided over what is not 
in the Bible." 
(The Informer, Vol.53, Dec. 19, 1999, No. 10) 

 While the denominational world loves baby Jesus and sings "Joy to the world the    
Lord hath come," they completely ignore what the man Jesus taught regarding His one 
church, marriage, divorce and remarriage, essentiality of baptism, the mission of the 
Holy Spirit and eternal damnation. 

Biblically, celebrating the birth of Christ December 25th is about going beyond the 
word of God (2 John 9-11)! It is about pleasing men; following the doctrines of men and 
not God (Col.2:21-23)! It is about speaking where the Bible does not speak (I 
Pet.4:11)! It is about adding to and subtracting from the word of God (Rev.22:18-19)! 
How then should Christians look at the Christmas Season? As a custom like Labor Day, 
Memorial Day and July 4th without any religious attachment. While the birth of Christ is 
important, and we do rejoice that He was born of the virgin Mary (Matt. 1:20-23), 
greater emphasis is placed in Scripture on the death, burial and resurrection of Christ (I 
Cor. 15:1-4)! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


