
 
 

“IN ORDER TO”  OR “BECAUSE OF?”  
 

 
 

A great controversy has centered around the word "for" in Acts 2:38 wherein the text states: 
"Then Peter said unto them, Repent 
and be baptized every one of you in 
in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
remission of sins, and ye shall 

            receive the gift of the Holy Spirit." 
Many honest and sincere people have been told by their "pastor" that the word "for" comes from 

the Greek word e/s and means "because of." This is an attempt to ignore the actual meaning of "for" 
[e/s/ in order to support their false doctrine that one is saved prior to baptism. Every Greek reliable 
grammarian renders the preposition e/s in Acts 2:38 as "in order to!" It is an action that always points 
forward, never backward. 

Brother Stephen Wiggins attended Dallas Theological Seminary for several years. One of his 
professors was David B. Wallace an associate professor of New Testament Studies. Brother Wiggins 
related that Professor Wallace would correctly translated "for" [e/s/ in Acts 2:38 as "in order to," but 
then added he did not personally believe that baptism was necessary for salvation! Proof of this can 
be found in Professor Wallace's book Greek Grammar Beyond the Basics. 

As for those who admittedly contend that the Greek preposition e/s means "because of," we 
simply ask them to produce a recognized Greek Grammar or translation that renders e/s "because of 
or "on account of!" A study of the following translations and Greek-English Lexicons (KLV, ASV 
1901, NASV, NIV, Phillips, Knox, Williams, Moffatt, Berkeley, Berry's and Thayer's Greek-English 
Lexicon, to name a few) clearly sets forth that baptism is "for" or "in order to" receive the remission 
of sins! 

In addition to this, the identical Greek word e/s is found in Matthew 26:28 wherein our Lord said  
     "For this is my blood of the new testament, 

which is shed for many for the remission 
of sins." 

If "for" [e/s; means "because of in Acts 2:38 then it also means the same in Matthew 26:18! So, 
did Jesus shed His blood because man's sins were already forgiven or did He shed His blood in order 
for man's sins to be forgiven? 

Further proof that salvation comes after not before baptism is found in the following passages of 
scripture: 
 
"He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned." 

Mark 16:16 
Belief + baptism = Salvation! 
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"And now why tarriest thou? arise and, be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling 
on the name of the Lord." 

Acts 2:38  
One's sins are washed away in baptism! 

"Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death. 
Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life." 

Romans 6:3-4 
"Newness of life" begins after baptism! 

"For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ." 
Galatians 3:27.  

One puts on Christ in baptism! 

"The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of 
the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ." 

I Peter 3:21  
Baptism saves! 

Jesus told the apostles that he would ". . . rise from the dead the third day: And that repentance and 
remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem" 
(Lk.22:49). Fifty days later, on the day of Pentecost, when asked, "Men and brethren, what shall we 
do? Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost" (Acts 2:37-38). When honest 
people do as they did they will be baptized "in order to" receive the remission of sins! Have you been 
scripturally baptized? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


