
 
 

CAN WE “SEE”  THE BIBLE ALIKE? 
 

 
 

On more than one occasion, when discussing a particular subject, I have been told, "That's just 
your interpretation." That particular response is typical of those who are unable to defend their 
position biblically. In addition to this, the response implies 1) the Bible cannot be understood alike by 
all people. 2) that God is not capable of giving mankind instructions for all to understand alike. 3) the 
Bible is not authoritative and 4) truth is not knowable and attainable. On the contrary, the Bible can be 
understood alike by all people. Jesus said, "And ye shall know the truth and the truth shall make you 
free" (Jno.8:32). In addition to this, please take note of Paul's inspired instructions to the Corinthians, 
"Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, 
and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and 
in the same judgment" (I Cor. 1:10). 

The only means God has chosen to reveal Himself to mankind is through the inspired scriptures, 
"All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all 
good works" (2 Tim.3:16-17). To the Ephesians, Paul wrote, "How that by revelation he made known 
unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words,) Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my 
knowledge in the mystery of Christ" (Eph.3:3-4). 

Jesus said, "All power ('authority' ASV) is given unto me in heaven and in earth" (Mat.28:18). 
The Hebrew writer, wrote of Christ, "God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time 
past unto the fathers by the prophets, Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath 
appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds" (Heb.1:1-2). Therefore, all religious 
matters are resolved by going to the source of authority, that being Christ. He has made known His will 
through His chosen representatives or ambassadors the apostles, "Now then we are ambassadors for 
Christ. . ."(2 Cor.5:20a). The Holy Spirit came to impart God's message to the apostles. "Howbeit 
when he, the Spirit of Truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of 
himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come" (Jno. 
16:13). In time, the oral word was put in written form which constitutes God's one and only revelation 
to mankind. Thus, one must not add to nor subtract from the inspired word of God (Rev.22:18-19; 
Gal.1:6-9). 

Furthermore, Paul wrote of the necessity of authority for all we do, "And whatsoever ye do in 
word or deed, do all in the name of our Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him" 
(Col.3:17). Again we are told, "If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God. . .” (I Pet.4:11). 

As to what constitutes truth Jesus said, "Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth" (Jno. 
17:17) In order for one to arrive at truth they must study the inspired word of God (2 Tim.2:15) with a 
sincere desire to obey God. In doing this, they will quickly see that man cannot interpret the Bible 
differently and all be right! 

There are numerous reasons as to why people do not "see" the Bible alike, some of which are:  
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       > Some do not believe the Bible is inspired of  God; without error and contradictions.  
> Many study only their creeds,  manuals, disciplines, prayer books, catechisms, and not         

actually study the Bible. 
       > Many are very prejudiced and closed-minded.  

> Others believe it doesn't make any difference that they are at liberty to interpret the Bible as they    
see fit. 

      > A great many do not believe that God expects everyone to see the Bible alike, and that he 
approves of denominationalism. 

  > A great number believe they have already arrived at truth, and will not study anything that      
challenges their religious beliefs. How then can we all "see" the Bible alike?  The late Thomas 
B. Warren pointed out: 

"In order to arrive at truth, there are a number of qualifications which must be possessed by the 
seeker: (1) he must love the truth (2 Thess.2:10-12); (2) he must be willing to search for the truth in a 
diligent fashion (2 Tim.2:15); (3) he must be willing to search out all that the Bible teaches on a given 
subject (Cf. Matt.4); and (4) he must use honesty and wisdom in the use of sound principles of 
reasoning in order to draw the right conclusion." (Thomas B. Warren, The Spiritual Sword, Vol.1, 
October 1999, No. 1, pp. 1-2). 

The great commission (Mk. 16:15-16), the prayer of our Lord for the believers (Jno. 17:20-21), and 
the plea of the apostle Paul "that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same 
judgment (I Cor. 1:10) proves that all can "see" the Bible alike! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


