
 
 

THE ASSAULT ON WORSHIP CONTINUES 
 

 

 
 

All across this nation God ordained worship is being challenged by those who are 
determined to completely revamp the Lord's church into a denomination at all costs. An 
analysis of the "clear and present danger" churches of Christ face reveals a frontal 
attack on every vital truth including what is to be done in the assembly. 

There are three privileges granted to all accountable people: 1) That of becoming a 
child of God (2 Cor.5:17). 2) The exalted privilege of worshiping Almighty God 
(Jno.4:23-24) and 3) The privilege of serving our heavenly Father (Mat.5:13-16). 
Astute students of God's word know that in order for one's worship to be acceptable 
they must be a child of God. God will not accept those who are not in His fold 
(Jno.10:1)! In addition to this, God will only accept worship that is "in spirit and in 
truth" (Jno.4:24). That is, there must be biblical authority for all we do, including 
worship (Col.3:17). 

A domino effect takes place when authorized worship is changed. By that is meant, 
once biblical authority has been set aside, it is an easy step to accept those as 
"Christians" who have never obeyed the gospel of Christ. From this point the 
organization and work of the church becomes so convoluted, one cannot tell the 
difference in it and a denomination. In time, the Lord will remove the candlestick, 
unless they repent (Rev.2:4-5)! 

The society in which we live craves for and demands to be entertained. The "please 
me" or "what do you offer" mentality has made its way into the mind set of God's 
people. In no area is this seen more than in worship. Examples of this include: the 
introduction of instrumental music in worship, lifting up of "holy hands," hand 
clapping, skits, drama programs, female participation in worship and leadership, 
dedication of babies, children's church or Bible hour. And as of late, turning the Lord's 
Supper into a feast or banquet. When these dramatics are set in motion in the assembly 
an atmosphere of excitement ["Wow"] floods the emotions of the participants and they 
walk away thinking they are "Spirit-filled!" When this takes place, carnality rules 
(ICor.3:1-3)! 

Like ancient Israel, the Lord's people in far too many places no longer want to walk 
in the old paths. When called upon to repent and once again serve God, thus walking in 
truth (Col.3:17; 3 Jno.4, 8) they in effect say, "We will not walk therein" (Jer.6:16)! 
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As God's people were destroyed "for lack of knowledge" (Hos.4:6), so that is the 
case today. Sadly, there are those who have a knowledge of truth, but have "sold their 
birthright" to please men and not God! In so doing they forfeit their allegiance to Christ 
and His glorious church, the church of Christ (Ga.1:10)! 

God never has and never will accept vain worship (Mat. 15:8-9), ignorant worship 
(Acts 17:30) or will worship (Col.2:21-23)! Our heavenly Father has not left man in the 
dark, but has revealed His will through His inspired word (2 Tim.3:16-17). Faithful 
congregations of the Lord's church assemble every Lord's day to worship God "in spirit 
and in truth" (Jno.4:24). Specifically, they will sing praises unto God (Eph.5:19), 
petition Him in prayer through Christ Jesus (Acts 2:42), study His word (Acts 2:42), 
partake of the Lord's Supper (Acts 20:7) and give of their means (I Cor. 16:1-2). These 
five avenues are the ONLY expressions of acceptable worship set forth in the New 
Testament! 

The joy and laughter of those who are assaulting the work, worship and mission of 
the Lord's church need to, "Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep: let your laughter be 
turned to mourning, and your joy to heaviness" (Jas.4:9)! Paul says of those who 
"pervert the gospel of Christ. . . let him be accursed" (Gal.1:6-9)! 

One day all will stand before the judgment bar of Almighty God, and find out that He 
really meant exactly what He said about those who add to or subtract from His holy 
word (Rev.22:18-19).! 

"For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive 
the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad. 
Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men. . ."(2 Cor.5:10-11 b). 

"For we know him that hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will recompense, 
saith the Lord. And again, The Lord shall judge His people. It is a fearful thing to fall 
into the hands of the living God"(Heb.10:30-31). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


