
 
 

FAITHFUL CHURCHES OF CHRIST ARE DISTINCTIVE! 
 

 

 
 

Since its beginning (Acts 2), the church of Christ has always been distinctive. However, 
as painful as it is, we must admit this is no longer the case in far too many places. Several 
factors have brought the lost of distinctiveness of the Lord's church in many places: 1) The 
use of denominational books and psychology in class rooms and not the Bible. 2) Sermons 
void of Scripture for the most part and filled with quotations from various philosophers. 3) 
The false belief that there are faithful, dedicated "Christians" in all denominations. 4) 
Belief that the church of Christ is a denomination among denominations. 5) Failure to 
expose denominational doctrines. 6) Openly fellowshipping denominational churches, and 
7) A greater emphasis on social events and recreational activities. The practice of these and 
other factors quickly removes the distinctive nature of the Lord's church in the hearts of 
brethren! 

Yes, from the beginning (Acts 2), the Lord's church, the church of Christ, has been very 
distinctive (Col. 3:17). Four areas which characterized its distinctiveness was: 

 
 
Distinctive Preaching! (2 Timothy 4: 1-2) 

 
Distinctive Worship! (John 4:24) 
 
Distinctive Organization! (Ephesians 1:22-23; I Timothy 3) 
 
Distinctive Mission! (Mark 16: 15-16) 
 
Distinctive Living! (Colossians 3:1-15; 2 Thessalonians 3:6) 

 
Whenever a congregation refuses to preach the one church, one worship, one 

organization, one mission and one way to live then that congregation has lost its 
distinctiveness as the body of Christ! 

Whenever a congregation decides to incorporate into its worship human 
testimonials, praise teams, singing of solos, the use of drama teams, women waiting on 
the Lord's table as well as leading prayers in the assembly and mix classes (male and 
female present) they have lost their distinctiveness as the body of Christ! 
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Whenever a congregation sets aside God's qualifications for elders and deacons 
putting in men who are not qualified, they have lost their distinctiveness! 

Whenever a congregation spends thousands and thousands of dollars for play grounds, 
and gymnasiums to entertain the members, it has lost its bearings as to the mission and work 
of the Lord's church and its distinctiveness! 

Whenever members of the body of Christ live ungodly lives (Gal.5:19-21; I Cor.6:9-
10) and the preacher turns a deaf ear and no attempt is made to restore them (Gal.6:1-2) 
then that congregation has become worldly and has lost its distinctiveness as the body of 
Christ! 

Great fear should permeate faithful brethren who find themselves in a congregation which 
is no longer walking in the old paths of God's faithful! As difficult as it is, there comes a time 
when they are to come out, that is, leave the apostate group or else stand condemned for 
aiding and abetting false doctrine! 

When we meet God at judgment (Heb.9:27), many preachers and elders (as well as 
members) will be surprised, and shocked to learn that Christ has removed them from "the 
book of life" (Rev.20:12-15). There will be entire congregations shocked to learn that 
Christ has removed their candlestick because they did not repent (Rev.2:5)! 

As God pleaded with ancient Israel, "O Israel, saith the Lord, return unto me...Thus saith 
the Lord, stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, 
and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. . ."(Jer.4:1; 6:16), so He pleaded for 
the church at Ephesus, Pergamos, Thyatira, Sardis and Laodicea to repent or else (Rev.2-3). 
The Lord still pleads through the scriptures for congregations today who have departed from 
His way to repent and return to Him. 

Throughout the metro-plex congregations have lost their distinctiveness as the body of 
Christ. We have been told numerous times many who call themselves faithful stay at those 
congregations because of family and friends. 

We need to be reminded, from time to time, that our allegiance is to Christ and His 
church, not to family and friends (Matt. 10:37)! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


