
 
 

 
ARE YOU A CHRISTIAN? 

 
 

There are only three occasions the word Christian appears in the Bible: 
Acts 11:26 "And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch." 

Acts 26:27-28 "King Agrippa, believest thou the prophets? I know that thou 
believest. Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest me to be a 
Christian." 

I Peter 4:16 "Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him 
glorify God on this behalf." 

The designation "Christian" was not, despite what many claim, given in derision. 
Rather it is the name Isaiah prophesied. 

"And the nations shall see thy righteousness, and all kings thy glory; 
and thou shalt be called by a new name, which the mouth of Jehovah 
shall name" (lsa.62:2). Luke being inspired of the Holy Spirit informs 
us of that name in Acts 11:26, "And the disciples were called 
Christian first in Antioch." 

Without question, the early disciples considered it a great honor to be called a 
Christian. McClintock and Strong in their classical work (p.270) state that Chrysostom 
related the inquisition of the martyr Lucian and when questioned he gave the same reply. 

 
Question: "Of what country are you?" Answer: "I am a Christian." 

Question: "What is your occupation?" Answer: "I am a Christian." 

Question: "Who are your parents?" Answer: "I am a Christian." 

 
The early saints considered it a great joy and honor to wear the name "Christian," and 

were not ashamed to suffer as one that belonged to Christ. Like Paul, they could say, "I 
am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the 
life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and 
gave himself for me" (Gal.2:20). 

My friend, are you a Christian? One is not a Christian simply because: 
* They were born in America. 
* Their parents are or were Christians. 
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* They became an American citizen. 
* They attend services on a regular basis and do works of kindness. 
Furthermore, one cannot become a Christian by obeying the doctrines and 

commandments of men! One of the greatest evils ever perpetrated upon the human race 
is that of denominationalism! Untold millions have left this world sincerely believing 
they were Christians, children of God, only to wake up in the next world unprepared to 
meet God! In addition to the evils of denominationalism is the attitude that has swept 
across the brotherhood that there are "Christians" in denominational bodies. Beloved, 
God does NOT accept denominational churches! Nor does He accept man-made plans of 
salvation! There is one and only one plan for all accountable people. "Then Peter 
opened his mouth, and said, of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons: But 
in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted with him" 
(Acts 10:34-35).To "work righteousness" is to keep the commandments of the Lord 
(Psa.119:172). The one plan all accountable people must comply with is clearly set forth 
in the Bible, that being: 

 
>  Believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God (John 8:24). 
>  Repent of one's sins (Acts 2:38). 
>  Confess Christ to be the Son of God (Matt. 10:32). 
>  Be immersed "for the remission of sins" (Acts 2:38). 
 
Having "obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you. Being 

then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness" (Rom.6:17b-18, the 
Lord then adds the saved ones to His church (Acts 2:47). Being a Christian means one 
belongs to Christ, and will live so as to bring glory to God (Matt.5:16; I Pet.4:16). 
My friend, are you a Christian? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


