
 
 

THE EMPHASIS IS THE BIBLE! 
 

 

 
 

Often in discussing the Bible, people will have a list of questions regarding the 
beliefs and practices of the Lord's church. Whether it is regarding the inspiration of the 
Scriptures, instrumental music in worship, baptism, the rapture or the old law, the 
questions are prefaced with, "What does the church of Christ teach?' 

While there is certainly nothing wrong with asking questions, it is the emphasis as to 
the source of teaching that needs to be considered. Someone may respond, "What 
exactly do you mean?" My friend, the emphasis is not what does the church of Christ 
teach, but what does the Bible teach on whatever subject is being discussed! 

In Matthew 28:18 Christ declared, "All power ('authority' (ASV) is given to me in 
heaven and in earth." When Peter and John were brought before Annas the priest they 
were asked, "By what power ('authority' ASV) or what name, have ye done this" (Acts 
4:7)? Their response was, "Be it known unto you, all, and to all the people of Israel, 
that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised 
from the dead, even by him doth this man stand here before you whole" (Acts 4:10). 
Therefore, the emphasis is NOT what does the church say or some individual, but rather 
what does Christ, the source of all authority, reveal in His inspired word (Heb.1:1-2)? 

You see, my friend, only Christ has "all authority," and that authority is made known 
only through the inspired word of God (2 Tim.3:16-17)! Peter declared, "If any man 
speak, let him speak as the oracles of God. . ." (I Pet.4:11). The Bible is therefore the 
universal standard or pattern (2 Tim. 1:12; Heb.8:5) which we are to follow. Without 
this standard, the prayer of our Lord for unity of the believers could never be attained 
(John 17:20-21)! Isn't this precisely the reason why there is division in the religious 
world and even in the church of our Lord? Remember, it is not what the Bible teaches 
that creates division, but rather what the doctrines and precepts of men teach! 

Furthermore, when one rejects any teaching of the Bible they are rejecting Jesus 
Christ (Jno. 12:48). Let us then study the Bible, believe the Bible and obey the 
instructions therein that heaven may be our home. Remember, Jesus said, "Not every 
one that saith unto me Lord, Lord, shall enter the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth 
the will of my Father which is in heaven" (Matt.7:21)! 
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