
 
 

NOT ALL BAPTISMS ARE SCRIPTURAL 
 

 

 
There are no short cuts or substitutes for obeying the gospel. All accountable people 

must hear the gospel (Rom. 10:17), believe in Jesus as God's Son (Jno.8:24), repent of 
their sins (Ac.2:38), confess Christ as the Son of God (Matt. 10:32) and be immersed 
"for the remission of sins" (Ac.2:38). When this process is completed, the Lord adds 
the saved ones to the church (Ac.2:47). 

While all sinners may be at different stages on the journey to become a child of God, 
all must go through the same process in order to become a child of God. What does it 
mean by people being in different stages prior to conversion? Some believe in God and 
Christ, but haven't confessed Christ, repented of sins and been baptized. Others may 
believe, repent and confess Christ, but have not been immersed "for the remission of 
sins." Unless one has complied with God's entire process of conversion they are still in 
their sins! Again, there are no short cuts or substitutes in becoming a Christian. 

Some are of the erroneous opinion that any baptism is acceptable to God as long as 
the individual is satisfied. Others are willing to risk their eternal salvation upon a 
denominational baptism insisting it was "for the remission of sins." Friends, listen 
please, there is one and only one baptism, "One Lord, one faith, one baptism" 
(Eph.4:5). There is one and only one church that Christ built (Matt. 16:18; Rom. 16:16) 
wherein the Lord's adds the saved (Ac.2:47). As hard as it may seem to many, God 
does not accept denominational churches! Neither does He accept denominational 
baptisms! As my old friend Bill Graddy used to say, "In the eyes of the Lord 
denominational churches do not exist! The church of our Lord DOES exist and one 
MUST be baptized into the Body of Christ (I Cor. 12:13)." Brother Graddy went on to 
say, "To take the position that one is scripturally baptized into a denominational church 
is to teach that denominational churches are equal to the Lord's church!" (The Pillar, 
Baptized Into Nothing! May 1977). 

Unfortunately, many unconverted, compromising elders and preachers have 
accepted into membership those who have not been scripturally baptized. It must be 
pointed out, that although they have accepted them into the membership God has not 
accepted them! The reason being, they have not complied with His will. Jesus said, 
"Not every one that saith unto me Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; 
but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven" (Matt.7:21). To accept 
those whom the Lord does not accept amounts to high-handed treason! Brethren, once 
the banner of truth is lowered, the door is opened for other sinful practices! 

Concerning baptism and the Lord's church, the Bible unequivocally states: 
> There is only one baptism (Eph.4:5). 
> The one baptism is water baptism (Ac. 10:47). 
> New Testament baptism is immersion (Matt.3:13-17; Ac.10:36-39). 
> Baptism is "for the remission of sins" (Ac.2:38). 
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> The one body is the church (Eph.1:22-23). 
> The Lord adds those who have been scripturally baptized to His called out, the 

church (Ac.2:47). 
Let it be clearly understood, biblically speaking, God does NOT recognize, that is 

accept, any denomination as a part of His church! Since God does not accept any 
denomination, what makes brethren think God will accept denominational baptism??? 

One cannot be taught wrong and baptized correctly (Jno.6:44-45)! Often sincere 
people will hear the truth about baptism, and assume that they were scripturally 
baptized while in a denomination. Since God does not recognize or accept any 
denomination, how can being baptized in a denomination church be scriptural?? 

Observe, please, Acts 8:12, "But when they believed Philip preaching the things 
concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both 
men and women." Since the kingdom and the church are one and the same (Matt. 16:18-
19) it follows they were taught about the church, the one that Christ is the head of and 
wherein He adds the saved! Therefore, when one believes as they did in Acts 8, they 
will do exactly what they did, and thus become a member of the Lord's church, the 
church of Christ! 

Have you been scripturally baptized? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


