
 
 
ARE YOU FOLLOWING THE "TRADITIONS" OF GOD OR MAN? 

 
 

 
When hearing the word tradition used in a religious sense, many think it always has a 

bad connotation. But is this really the case? When the Lord condemned "tradition" what 
exactly was He condemning? 

Tradition is something that is transmitted or handed down from one generation to the 
next. It may or may not have anything to do with religious doctrine. On the other hand, 
tradition can also be used with reference to religious practices. It is in this particular 
area that one finds the word "tradition" used in scripture both in a good as well as a bad 
sense. For example, Paul said, "Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the 
obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold 
the traditions which ye have been taught, whether by word or our epistle" (2 
Thess.2:14-15). 

Observe, please, that which was to be committed to faithful men (2 Tim.2:2) or 
handed down was the inspired teaching or "tradition," that came from the apostles. 

The word "tradition" is also used with reference to the doctrines of men which are not 
to be followed. "Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the 
commandments of men. For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the 
tradition of men, as the washing of pots and cups: and many other such like things ye do. 
And he said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may keep 
your own tradition" (Mk.7:7-9). Therefore, any "tradition" (teaching) that is not found 
in the Bible would be a tradition or teaching of man which we are to reject! Because 
man-made 'traditions" or teachings are handed down from one generation to the next 
does not mean God will accept them. As a matter of fact, God condemns any and all 
man-made doctrines or "traditions" (Matt.7:21; Mk.7:7-9)! 

Are you following the "traditions" of God or man? 
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