
 
 

DEPARTURES FROM GOD'S ONE PLAN 
 

 

 
Despite all of the efforts to the contrary, Christ has one and only one body, and that 

one body is emphatically declared to be the church. "And he is the head of the body, the 
church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might 
have the preeminence" (Col. 1:18). Again the inspired penman declared, "There is one 
body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling" (Eph.4:4). It 
was the one body, the church, that Christ said He would build, "And I say unto thee, 
that thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church: and the gates of hell shall 
not prevail against it" (Matt. 16:18). The diligent student of God's word will quickly see 
that the Lord did not state He would build my churches, but rather "my church." Only 
one church was established on the day of Pentecost, "And the Lord added to the church 
daily such as should be saved" (Acts 2:47). Note, please, the Jewish audience on that 
notable day was not given a choice as to which church they wanted to be a member of, 
since there was only one choice that being the church Jesus said He would build. 

Not only was there only one church, there was also only one plan of salvation 
extended on the day of Pentecost. When they asked, "Men and brethren, what shall we 
do" (Acts 2:37)? Peter told them to, "Repent and be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit" (Acts 2:38). Like all of God's commandments, the plan of salvation is not to be 
altered, and those who dare do so will suffer eternally (Gal. 1:6-9; Rev.22:18-19)! 

Unfortunately, men through the ages were not satisfied with the Lord's one church 
and its plan of salvation as well as its organization, worship and work. That there would 
be a departure from the faith, a falling away, was foretold by the apostle Paul (I 
Tim.4:1-3; 2 Thess.2:3-4). The falling away started from within the eldership (Acts 
20:28-30), and from there escalated to every area that entails New Testament 
Christianity. 

As one studies the first century church, he can see that it was characterized by unity 
of doctrine, organization of worship and work. However, it was not long until 
departures from God's plan of salvation began to surface. One such departure comes 
from an unknown author, and is referred to as the Didachde or the Teaching of the 
Twelve Apostles. While the exact date is unknown, as pointed out by F.W. Mattox, it 
was quoted as early as the year 200 A.D. What is of great significance is the statement 
concerning baptism found in this uninspired document: 
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"Baptism in this way...in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost, in living 

water, but if you have not living water, baptize in other water. And if thou canst not in 
cold, in warm, if you have neither, pour water thrice on the head. . ." 

Brother Mattox believed this material was probably written as early as the year 100. 
Further evidence of departures from God's plan of salvation is the following cited by 
Mattox: 

"Cyprian, while bishop of Carthage (248-258) enlarged upon Tertullian's conception 
and declared that even though an infant had committed no actual sin it needed 
forgiveness for the sin inherited from Adam and this was received in baptism. He was the 
first to approve infant baptism, but he did not urge it." 
"While baptism was by immersion and for the remission of sins during the Apostolic 
period, it soon became a ceremony that could only be performed by an approved 
official. This was usually done twice a year on Easter and Pentecost. There were those 
who practiced three immersions, one for each member of the Godhead. As for infant 
baptism, it was occasionally practiced before 325, but it was not until after Augustine, 
about 450, that it became common practice. And as for sprinkling, it was accepted 
during this period of time, but only in cases of emergency. The first case of pouring 
small amounts of water on the head of one seriously ill, and calling it baptism was 
Novatian in 251. This soon became the norm, and not the exception, although sprinkling 
was not commonly practiced in this era." (F.W. Mattox, The Eternal Kingdom, pp.62-
63) 

The historical information cited by brother Mattox documents departures from the 
one plan of salvation. God has never changed His mind about His plan of salvation (Acts 
10:34-35) nor about adding and subtracting from His word (Gal. 1:6-9; Rev.22:18-19)! 
All sinners must hear the gospel (Rom.10:17), believe in Christ (Jno.8:24), repent of 
sins (Acts 2:38), confess Christ as God's Son (Matt. 10:32) and be immersed "for the 
remission of sins" (Act 2:47). The Lord then adds the saved to the church (Acts 2:47). 

Those who attempt to alter God's one plan are "the same is a thief and a robber" 
(John 10:1)! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


